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Some introductory remarks… 
 
We probably will never forget the events of Christmas 2004: The seaquake and following 
tidal wave on 26 December obliterated the coast lines of the bordering states of the Indian 
Ocean. More than 300,000 people died in the disaster. Millions lost their relatives, their prop-
erty, their houses and livelihood. The most affected populations were those of Indonesia, Sri 
Lanka, India und Thailand. Malteser International has immediately provided 1 million euros 
during the acute emergency relief phase. According to the internationally recognized quality 
standards in humanitarian assistance, Malteser International assures that all measures are sus-
tainable and that relief is linked to rehabilitation and development.  
 
Twelve months after the severe seaquake Malteser International is in charge of over 65 reha-
bilitation and reconstruction projects in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India and Thailand – in coop-
eration with experienced local partner organizations. 80 percent of the altogether 30 million 
donated euros have already been spent or included in the budget planning. In 2005 the volume 
of the implemented projects was 8.7 million euros; 20 million euros are foreseen for further 
rehabilitation and reconstruction programs in the coming years. 
 
The provided assistance is agreed and coordinated with the affected population and we coop-
erate with the governments of the concerned countries – both strategies guarantee the long- 
term success and impact of our assistance. Malteser International always considers assistance 
to be an offer for help. Only in this spirit it is possible to provide sustainable help for self-
help. 
 
Our rehabilitation assistance concentrates on four scopes of activity: 
  

�  Medical care and psychosocial counseling 
�  Reconstruction of houses, schools, infrastructure and water supply systems 
�  Income-generating measures 
�  Help for young adults and children 

 
This interim report about our assistance depicts our current work in the rehabilitation process 
and already accomplished aid measures considering a number of examples from every coun-
try. We also want to give an account of the donations which have been expended until now in 
our projects and those which will finance future projects. One thing is evident for us: The 
people in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India and Thailand will be in need of our assistance at least 
for the next three to four years.  This is also because we seek not only to reconstitute the pre-
disaster situation but aim at improving the general living conditions of people. This approach 
helps to reduce vulnerability and to increase disaster preparedness. 
  
We are able to perform our mission in the affected countries only thanks to the generous will-
ingness of an untold number of private and public donors. In the name of the people, who 
have received assistance by Malteser International, we want to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your support and cooperation. 
 
Cologne, December 2005 
Ingo Radtke 
Secretary General Malteser International 
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International assistance at first scarcely reached the villages at the north-east coast of Banda 
Aceh. Immediate relief was therefore especially needed in this region as well as on the island 
of Nias. Altogether Malteser International provided 250,000 Euro for the following emer-
gency relief measures: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Malteser International is active during the rehabilitation phase in the location of Banda Aceh, 
in the region south of Meulaboh at the west coast and in the region Lhokseumave at the east 
coast. The biggest project is our integrated community rehabilitation program for two villages 
in the region of Lhokseumave, in which the population participates actively. The first families  

In Indonesia Malteser International supports 
particularly the rehabilitation of health care 
structures and fishing villages in four regions: 
in Banda Aceh, in Lokeseumave/east coast of 
Aceh and in the region south of Meu-
laboh/west coast. Additionally Malteser In-
ternational provided emergency relief from 
February until April on the island of Nias. 
Our logistical basis is in Medan. Our assis-
tance reached about 40,000 people in Indone-
sia during 2005. 
 

�  Measles vaccination campaigns in the province of Aceh in cooperation with UNICEF 
and the local health authorities  

�  Distribution of kitchenware, water cans and hygiene articles in family kits for 256 fami-
lies in Lhokseumave at the east coast 

�  Mobile hospitals in three small refugee camps for a total of 2,000 persons at the west 
coast of Sumatra 

�  Delivery of a sledge-hammer to a cooperative shop on the island of Nias in order to re-
generate work life and income for the affected families 

�  Medical emergency relief on the island of Nias for approximately 1,000 inhabitants, 
provision of 3,000 mosquito nets, 500 family kits and 20 generators for the remedial 
supply of health care centres  

�  Professional support  for the regional hospital in Banda Aceh by a surgeon and a profes-
sional nurse  

�  Distribution of food for 300 severely affected students and their families 
 

Indonesia 

Emergency relief  

Rehabilitation 
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were able to move into the new houses in their villages of origin. 
Income-generating measures were successfully initiated, e.g. women 
earn their income via salt production. In Meulaboh we specially 
support the local health structures, for example by the construction of 
three Health Care Centres: each will be able to take care of 10,000 
people.  

In total 4.5 million euros are dedicated for the rehabilitation in 
Indonesia. The money is used to finance among others the following 
measures: 

Reconstruction of schools, houses and infrastructure 

 
�  Integrated community rehabilitation programme for two villages in the region of 

Lhokseumave:  
�  Reconstruction of about 500 houses, schools, community buildings, health care 

centres and the water supply system 
�  Plantation of 27,000 mangrove trees for shoreline stabilization  
�  Fabrication of 15 fishing boats  
�  Construction and endowment of a health care centre  
�  Construction of two footbridges and a bridge for cars and trucks to the offshore  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Income-generating measures 

 
�  Reconstruction of five huts for salt production in one of the two villages in Lhokse-

umave in cooperation with the community 
�  Purge of over 100 hectares fish ponds together with the local population 
�  Set-up of sewing training courses and sewing groups for Tsunami affected women 
�  Micro-credits for projects such as fish farming etc. for at least 120 families 
 

Help for young adults and children 
 

�  Endowment of the Islamic University institute in Banda Aceh with 25 computer 
working places, 100 working places for professors and 2.000 desks and chairs      

�  Distribution of 1.000 training kits for students  
�  Distribution of 350 school boxes to schoolchildren 
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Altogether we provided assistance measures of about 600,000 Euro, namely: 
 

�  Medical assistance for around 600 people in two refugee camps in the north of Galle 
immediately after the Tsunami wave 

�  Support of the diocese of Colombo by procurement of „family kits“ consisting of 
household hardware and food supplies for people in reception camps 

�  Improvement of the water supply system for about 90,000 people in the Galle dis-
trict in cooperation with the local authorities by provision of 24 stationary water 
tanks for the transport of potable water 

�  Provision of “gully-suckers” for the regular emptying of sewage tanks in numerous 
villages and refugee camps 

�  Construction of temporary shelter for 60 girls of a children’s home in Mullaitivu  
Temporary shelters, including kitchen and sanitary facilities for 650 families in and 
around Mullaitivu and in the Jaffna District in cooperation with the “Tamils Reha-
bilitation Organisation“(TRO) 

 
 
 
 

Sri Lanka 

In Sri Lanka Malteser International is running pro-
jects in the most affected areas on the north, east and 
south coast of the country. Focal points of the pro-
jects are the reconstruction of houses, homes for 
children and disabled persons as well as orphanages. 
Furthermore we organize vocational trainings and 
income-generating measures, livelihood rehabilita-
tion programmes for fisher families and provide psy-
chosocial care for traumatized tsunami victims.  

Emergency relief 
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Malteser International supports the rehabilitation in Sri Lanka by reconstructing houses, 
homes for children and disabled persons as well as orphanages, training and income genera-
tion measures, the rehabilitation of the livelihood of fisher families and psychological trauma 
counselling for Tsunami victims. Around 8.7 million euros are available for the following 
rehabilitation programmes: 

Medical care and psychosocial counselling 
 

�  Refurbishment and endowment of the Thalapitiya Maternity Clinic in Galle in coop-
eration with the local health authorities 

�  Training and counselling for volunteers and professionals by experts of Malteser In-
ternational in order to prepare them for trauma counselling jobs with victims of the 
Tsunami especially children  

 
Income-generating measures 

 
�  Rehabilitation of the livelihood of 800 fisher 

families by provision of 200 fishing boats, 
nets and engines in cooperation with the GTZ  

 
 
 
 
 
Reconstruction of schools, houses and infrastructure 

 
�  Construction and rehabilitation of about 200 houses in cooperation with the partner 

organisation „Help for the Children“: integrated programme with training courses, 
income generating measures and community work 

�  Construction of 86 houses in Panadura near Colombo in cooperation with „Help for 
the Children“: financing of a plot of land dedicated to the resettlement of families, 
combined training and marketing project in the wood sector   

�  Reconstruction of the villages Seenanveli in the Trincomalee district in cooperation 
with the local non-governmental organisation „Trincomalee District Development 
Association“ (TDDA) and restitution of the livelihood for 63 families  

�  Construction of 145 houses for the displaced families affected by the armed conflict 
in Sathosapuram in cooperation with the TDDA 

�  Reconstruction of a village near Kalmunai at the east coast in the framework of an 
integrated rehabilitation programme together with income generating measures and 
trauma counselling provided by social workers in cooperation with the aid organisa-
tion „Centre for Social Assessment“ (CSA) 

�  Construction of 53 residential houses for fisher families in the Hambantota district 
within the scope of a coordination contract with the GTZ and rehabilitation of the 
social infrastructure by income generating measures  

Rehabilitation 
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�  Reconstruction and new endowment of a community centre, especially for pre-
schooler and school kids near Galle, in cooperation with the German-Srilankian as-
sociation “Asian Volunteers“ 

�  Reconstruction of 25 houses in Ahungalla as well as support for community build-
ings and income generating measures in cooperation with the German-Sri-lankian 
association „Future for Children“   

�  Implementation of a three year project for the collection and use of rain water by the 
construction of 3,000 rain water tanks in the districts of Galle, Matara and Hamban-
tota implemented by the local NGO „Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum“ in coop-
eration with UNICEF 

�  Securing the potable water supply and sewage treatment in the scope of a temporary 
dwellings and resettlement project implemented by Caritas and the dioceses of Galle 
and Colombo 

 
Help for children and young adults 

 
�  Rehabilitation of a home for 

disabled persons in Megalle (City 
of Galle) in cooperation with the 
association „Die Kleinen 
Patienten“ from Bonn  

�  Improvement of the water supply 
and waste disposal of an 
orphanage in the Galle district as 
well as furnishing with new beds 
and other items  

�  Purchase of beds for an orphanage and boarding school for 100 boys in the north of 
Sri Lanka together with an enlargement of the dormitories and a new furnishing of the 
dining hall  

�  Reperation of windows, doors and roofs as well as improvement of the sanitary instal-
lations in an orphanage for 92 children in Trincomalee, creation of a new playground  

�  Care for children in the refugee camps, for example help with homework, imple-
mented by the partner organisation „Equality-based Community Support and Train-
ing“ (ECSAT) 
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During the first three months Malteser International and its partners provided 300,000 Euro 
for emergency relief. Food, clothing and household items have been distributed and medical 
help was given. More than 60,000 victims of the tidal wave in the South (Kollam and Kanya-
kumari District) and at the southern east coast (Nagapattinam and Madras region) benefit 
from the relief measures. The following emergency relief has been carried out by Malteser 
International: 
 

�  Medical care and vaccination of over 
25,000 people in over 30 villages 

�  Distribution of food during a time pe-
riod of 20 weeks for 25,000 people 

�  Distribution of household items, cloth-
ing and furniture to over 1,000 house-
holds 

�  Construction of 500 stable temporary 
shelters using traditional construction 
material like bamboo and palm leaves  

 
 
 
 

Emergency Relief 

 

In India in particular the scheduled caste people, 
widows and disabled persons suffered severely hard-
ship after the Tsunami. Already before the disaster a 
lot of those societal excluded groups had to struggle 
for their survival. After the Tsunami they often did 
not receive distributed goods or were ruled out of 
state-run relief plans. Malteser International’s aid 
programme directs special attention towards them. 

South India 
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Immediately after the first emergency relief Malteser International also has started rehabilita-
tion measures like repairs and reconstruction, medical care and psychosocial counselling. The 
rehabilitation includes medical care for around 60 coastal villages, psychosocial counselling 
for families and income-generating measures such as seashell-lime production and rope mak-
ing. In 2005 alone we were able to help 1,000 families in regaining their livelihood. Further-
more Malteser International supports the rehabilitation of schools, the cleaning of wells and 
the set-up of latrines and water-harvesting tanks. A total of 2.1 million euros has been spent 
on rehabilitation measures or is included in the budget planning for further projects. 

   
Medical care and psychosocial counselling 
 

�  Medical care in around 60 villages at the coastline provided by mobile health teams of 
our partner organisation CHAI especially for poor village communities, aftercare 
measures and rehabilitation for injured persons as well as public health education and 
training of health agents 

�  Psychosocial counselling for around 
4,000 families meant as support for 
families to come over their trauma in 
the severely affected regions Mela 
Manakudy/Kanyakumari and Alla-
pad/Kollam District implemented by 
60 social workers and health agents, 
who were trained by DEEDS in coop-
eration with the National Institute for 
Mental Health and Neuro Science 
(NIMHANS) 

�  Counselling programmes for traumatised teachers and school kids 
�  Psychosocial counselling for 1,000 families in temporary shelters, for example by di-

rect help, support with administrative tasks, agency of medical services etc. 
 

 Income-generating measures 

�  Financial support and training for directly and in-
directly Tsunami affected families in order to gen-
erate a new livelihood, for example construction of 
kilns for seashell lime production, construction of 
coconut water pits for the production of ropes, 
supply of raw material for the rope production 

�  Training of 600 women in the use of coconut fi-
bres to fabricate plate products  

Rehabilitation 
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�  Placing of orders for sewing workers to produce school uniforms and school bags   

 

Reconstruction of schools, houses and infrastructure 

�  Reparation and reconstruction of 18 schools with kitchen and sanitary installations 
in the diocese of Kottar/Kanyakumari District, which had been damaged by the 
flood or by the use as refugee shelter 

�  Furnishing of 10 schools with the most needed furniture 

�  Construction of tanks for rain water collection for 220 households in regions with 
potable water scarcity and construction of 100 latrines  

�  Construction of a children’s home for 200 children, especially orphans, half-orphans 
and children out of destroyed families in Mela Manakudy/Kanyakumari District in 
cooperation with the Order of the „Immaculate Heart of Mary“ 

�  Preparation for the construction of 30-40 houses for families in severe need situa-
tions in Kanyakumari, who have not yet received rehabilitation aid  

�  Construction of a 100 m long wall to protect coconut pits against an influx of sea 
water in the Kanyakumari District 

 

Help for children and young adults 

�   Care in children’s homes for around 400 children coming from families who lost 
their houses, implemented by nuns in three houses in Kanyakumari and Tirunelvelli 
District (care, food, clothing, school material, help for traumatized children)  

�  Care for around 500 children from reception camps in five villages 

�  Distribution of school bags and learning material for 2,000 school kids 

�  Scholarship programme for pupils from 1,200 families who lost their home or their 
livelihood  
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In the scope of emergency relief Malteser International provided the following aid measures 
with a volume in total of 200,000 Euro: 
 

�  Care for 500 refugees in the reception camp Ban Bansak by provision of essential 
goods like plastic sheets, charcoal, blankets, pots and food 

�  Distribution of relief items and food for 700 survivors on the island Ko Kho Khao 
�  Endowment of a mother-child-day care centre in the refugee camp Ban Muang with 

consumer and relief goods as well as construction material and construction of la-
trines  

�  Support for the Thai Muang Community Hospital and the General Hospital in Taku 
Pa by medical and drug supplies 

�  Financing of the transport of 60 tons of disinfection lime to prevent the outbreak of 
epidemics 

 

 
Malteser International is implementing among other program components basic health care 
projects for disadvantaged minorities in 14 villages and supports Tsunami victims for exam-
ple by trauma counselling for school children or the provision of orthopaedic material. Other 
components of the rehabilitation process are income-generating measures, vocational training 
in order to improve peoples’ livelihood, the reconstruction of houses and water supply sys-
tems. We will finance aid and rehabilitation projects in South Thailand with an amount of 
about 2 million Euro during the years 2005 until 2007.  
Included are the following programmes: 

The south of Thailand – especially the provinces 
of Krabbi, Phang Nga, Ranong and Phuket – has 
been severely affected by the Tsunami tidal wave. 
Malteser International has been on the spot im-
mediately after the catastrophe in order to organ-
ise humanitarian assistance. Meanwhile the emer-
gency relief measures and a large part of the reha-
bilitation measures have been accomplished. 

80 percent of the families who have been dis-
placed by the Tsunami were able to move into 
their reconstructed houses or found new villages 
to live in.  

Emergency relief 

Rehabilitation 

South Thailand 
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Medical care and psychosocial counseling 
 

�  Furnishing of a new constructed hospital on the 
island of Kho Phi Phi with essential medical-
technical equipment and provision of a genera-
tor  

�  Care for Tsunami victims and people in need in 
the province of Krabi with orthopaedic prosthe-
ses and endowment of a mobile workshop to en-
sure medical follow-up  

�  Integrated basic health care project in 14 sea nomad villages; strengthening of the 
capability of the people for independent preventive medical care by different meas-
ures like health education campaigns, alimentation training, construction of latrines, 
etc. 

�  Trauma counselling for 10,000 school kids by music therapy at schools in and 
around Khao Lak with the aid of a mobile team of psychologists and music thera-
pists 

 
Income-generating measures 

�  Wide range project in income generation measures in 14 sea nomad villages to im-
prove the livelihood situation of people (training and professional further education, 
consulting, training for setting up business, establishment of a revolving fund) 

   
Reconstruction of schools, houses and infrastructure 
 

�  Securing the water supply for three recon-
structed villages on the island of Kho Kho 
Khao Island and in the new built village Lam 
Tukkae   

�  Reconstruction and improvement of the sani-
tary instalments and the water supply system 
in the schools of Pak Weep, Kamala Beach 
and Phuket Island 

�  Construction of 31 houses and provision of 
safe water supply in the fully destructed sea nomad village Ban Bangsak    

�  Construction of a access road for the new built village Ban Jai Dee 
�  Implementation of a water sewage project in the province of Phang Nga 
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Further information: 
 
Ingo Radtke, Secretary General Malteser International,  
ingo.radtke@malteser-international.org, tel. +49 (0) 2 21 98 22 -150 
Roland Hansen, Head of Asia Desk, 
roland.hansen@malteser-international.org, tel. +49 (0) 2 21 98 22 - 162 
Petra Ipp, Senior Desk Officer International Communication, 
petra.ipp@malteser-international.org, tel. +49 (0) 2 21 98 22 – 155 
 
Internet: www.malteser-international.org  


