
  AFRICA 
 

Content 

 
AFRICA 
Kenya: Hunger relief intensified – Food 
and medication for 73,000 people 
 
DR Congo: Vaccination campaign against 
measles expanded 
 
 
ASIA 
Japan: Seven months after the earthquake 
and tsunami, hope for a safer, greener fu-
ture 
 
Pakistan: After new monsoon floods, Mal-
teser International responds with dengue 
prevention, diarrhoea treatment unit  
 
International Day for Disaster Reduction 
on 13 October 2011: Children and youth 
play active role in preventing disasters 
 
Myanmar: Malteser International celebrates 
World Humanitarian Day 
 
 
AMERICAS 
Haiti: International Handwashing Day / 15 
October 
 
 
STAFF 
Staff Postings 
 
Portrait of our help: Sae Kani: “We need to 
prepare for the most improbable circum-
stances”  
 
 
OTHERS 
Regional workshop: Learning from best 
practices to reduce the risk of disasters 
 
 
NEWS FROM MALTESER INTER-
NATIONL’S MEMBERS 
Italy: Charity concert for the hunger relief 
in northern Kenya  

 

NEWSLETTER OF 

 MALTESER INTERNATIONAL 

THE ORDER OF MALTAΩS  
WORLDWIDE RELIEF SERVICE  

                                 ON THEON THE      SPOTSPOTSPOT   September / 
October            
2011 

As food distributions continue in the 
Marsabit region in northern Kenya, 
Malteser International is now broaden-
ing its relief activities in the country, 
bringing aid to another 30,000 residents 
in the neighbouring region of Isiolo. 
The villagers will receive a basic supply 
of food and medication over a period of 
at least four months. With these addi-
tional measures, Malteser International’s 
help is now reaching a total of 73,000 
people. 
 
Around 5,000 Isiolo residents with spe-
cial needs, such as children, pregnant 
and lactating women, as well as elderly 
and sick people, are each provided with 
a monthly ration of 5.6 kilograms of 
Unimix – a flour enriched with vitamins 
and nutrients – as well as 560 ml of 
cooking oil. Malteser International also 
supplies their family members – another 

25,000 people – with monthly rations of 
3 kilograms of maize, 1.5 kilograms of 
beans, 400 ml of cooking oil and 60 g of 
salt. “Only then can we be sure that the 
weakest people are truly getting enough 
to eat”, says Ute Kirch, emergency relief 
coordinator for Malteser International. 
“In the region, it is custom to divide the 
food among the family members in the 
household.” 
 
In addition, community health workers 
are going into the villages and teaching 
around 480 mothers how to properly 
care for malnourished children, showing 
them how they can reduce malnutrition 
even with very little food available – and 
thus avoid diseases associated with the 
lack of proper nutrition. The region’s 
health centres will receive medicines in 
order to treat diarrhoea, worm and bac-
terial infections. 1,000 families will also 
get mosquito nets. 
 
“Although Isiolo has been hit hard by 
the drought, the region has received 
very little help thus far,” Kirch reports. 

AFRICA:      

KENYA: HUNGER RELIEF INTENSIFIED –  
       FOOD AND MEDICATION FOR 73,000 PEOPLE 

In the village of Korr, 1,000 families re-
ceived food items from Malteser Interna-
tional.  

In northern Kenya, mothers learn how to 
prevent malnutrition, even in times of food 
scarcity.  
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According to estimates by the Kenyan government in 
July, around 38 per cent of the children in Isiolo were 
at high risk of malnutrition. The World Food Pro-
gramme is providing the region’s children below the 
age of three with basic supplementary food over the 
coming months. “But many children over three years 
old are already malnourished or are very hungry – so 
are the elderly and sick residents. They also need help 
before they become gravely ill”, Kirch says. 
 
Malteser International is planning a long-term interven-
tion in the region in order to promote sustainable liveli-
hood practices and prepare the local population for 
future droughts by strengthening their self-help capaci-
ties. “The next short rainy season should come in the 
end of October – but, even if it rains, it will not be 
enough", Kirch emphasises. “It will take many more 
months, if not years, until the people and the animals 
have recovered from the drought.” 
 
 
Learn more about Malteser International’s hunger relief 
in East Africa! 

Do you want to see the people and places behind 
Malteser International’s drought and hunger relief in 
East Africa?  The new video “Drought in the Horn 
of Africa – Help for a better future” takes you with 
the Malteser International team from Nairobi to 
Marsabit, where they are distributing life-saving food 
and medicines to 43,000 people. 

Initially, each family receives two litres of cooking oil a month.  

DR CONGO: VACCINATION CAMPAIGN AGAINST MEASLES EXPANDED 

A measles epidemic is still putting thousands of chil-
dren at risk in the east of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. In order to prevent a further spread of this ex-
tremely contagious disease, Malteser International is 
intensifying its vaccination activities. Since the end of 
September, the teams have been assisting the vaccina-
tion of about 36,000 children between five and 15 years 
of age in the region of Mulungu, in the north-eastern 
province of South-Kivu. 
  
The poor infrastructure and the bad conditions of the 
transport routes in this region as well as the sensitivity 
of the vaccines – they must be kept cold at all times – 
pose special challenges for the teams. In addition to the 
vaccination itself, Malteser International identifies in-
fected children and provides them with medical treat-
ment. The European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid 
Department (ECHO) has provided an additional 
25,000 euros for the new vaccination campaign. 
 
In May 2011, Malteser International had already assist-
ed the vaccination of more than 630,000 children be-
tween six months and 15 years of age in eleven health 
zones in the South Kivu province. Since September 
2010, a measles epidemic has spread alarmingly 
through the country that’s just now beginning to recov-
er from the effects of civil war. According to the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), the epidemic had already affected 115,600 
children and killed 1,145 in the DR Congo between 
January and June 2011. 
 

Measles is extremely contagious and can cause severe 
diarrhoea, pneumonia and, in extreme cases, blindness 
and death. It is one of the leading causes of death 
among young children globally. The mortality rate can 
vary greatly, depending on the context. Without proper 
vaccination, measles can kill up to 15 per cent of infect-
ed children. In particularly susceptible groups, such as 
migrating or undernourished people, the mortality rate 
can rise to up to 25 per cent, if those infected have re-
stricted access to health care. That is the case in many 
areas in DR Congo. 
  
Find out more about Malteser International’s projects 
in DR Congo! 

Children under five years of age or groups such as migrating or 
undernourished people are most vulnerable to measles.  

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved/aktionsseiten/food-crisis-in-the-horn-of-africa-malteser-international-in-kenya.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved/aktionsseiten/food-crisis-in-the-horn-of-africa-malteser-international-in-kenya.html
http://www.youtube.com/malteserint#p/a/u/0/mEJ2uhkghxg
http://www.youtube.com/malteserint#p/a/u/0/mEJ2uhkghxg
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/africa/dr-congo.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/africa/dr-congo.html
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ASIA:      

JAPAN: SEVEN MONTHS AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE AND TSUNAMI - HOPE FOR A SAFER, 
     GREENER FUTURE 

More than half a year after a disastrous earthquake and 
tsunami ravaged Japan on 11 March, the people of Ja-
pan are trying to return to normality, even as after-
shocks continue to rattle their already damaged homes 
and the nuclear threat from Fukushima is still a cause 
for concern. 
 
For the residents and staff of the children’s home Fu-
jinosono, located in the small town of Ichinoseki in 
north-eastern Japan, it is now time to leave the traumas 
of the past behind – together with their old, badly dam-
aged and highly unstable house. Now, they have much 
to look forward to: with help from Malteser Interna-
tional, they will soon be able to live in a brand new 
home that is not only safer, but also incorporates state-
of-the-art green technology and benefits the entire 
community as well as the environment – making it a 
model for all of Japan. 
 
“The children and the staff of Fujinosono have been 
closely involved in the planning of their new home”, 
explains Roland Hansen, head of Malteser Interna-
tional’s Asia & Haiti department. The eco-friendly 
home will be earthquake-resistant and equipped with an 
independent energy system based on renewable sources 
such as solar power and biomass. This will prepare the 
home for future disasters, in case the home is once 
again cut off from the traditional power and fuel sup-
ply: after the 11 March earthquake, the children – like 
numerous households in the region – had to live with-
out electricity and warm water. 
 
The new home, which will be among the first new 
buildings erected after the earthquake in Ichinoseki, will 
also serve as an evacuation centre for the area’s resi-
dents – especially the most vulnerable, such as pregnant 
women, children and the elderly. 
 
In November of this year, the 55 children currently liv-
ing in the home will move to temporary shelters, so 
that the construction work can start in the beginning of 
2012. If everything goes according to plan, the children 
will be able to spend Christmas next year in the com-
fort of their new home. 
 
Malteser International is supporting Fujinosono in con-
sortium with Caritas Austria. Thanks to the immense 
generosity of donors from all over the world, Malteser 
International is able to contribute to the reconstruction 
of the children’s home with 4.8 million euros. The do-
nations have come from numerous private donators, 
from companies like the Alliance Group, from the 
Siebold Society, the international Caritas network and 
from Germany’s Relief Coalition (ADH). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Click here for more stories and updates from Fu-
jinosono! 
 
Read an interview with Sae Kani, advisor for disaster 
management in Japan! 

The model of their new home creates a lot of enthusiasm 
among the children of Fujinosono. Photo: Caritas-Kazushi Abe  

Dr. Hoshi is installing the new wood stove for the children's 
home in Ichinoseki. Photo: Caritas-Kazushi Abe  

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved/aktionsseiten/malteser-international-in-japan.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved/aktionsseiten/malteser-international-in-japan.html
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PAKISTAN: AFTER NEW MONSOON FLOODS, MALTESER INTERNATIONAL RESPONDS  
     WITH DENGUE PREVENTION, DIARRHOEA TREATMENT UNIT  

One year after the flood of the century devastated Pa-
kistan, the country is once again struggling with heavy 
flooding. More than 200 people have died; many fami-
lies have lost everything and been displaced – some for 
the second time in little over a year. According to the 
United Nations, more than five million people have 
been affected and nearly a million houses have been 
destroyed. 

Malteser International is responding to the crisis by 
continuing to provide assistance to the health authori-
ties in its project regions. On the border between the 
provinces of Punjab and Sindh, the Malteser Interna-

tional teams are active in dengue fever prevention, 
providing blood tests so the disease can be quickly di-
agnosed, conducting awareness campaigns, among oth-
er activities. In Kohistan, in the mountainous north, 
heavy rains preceding the floods have raised the threat 
of a massive epidemic of acute watery diarrhoea. Mal-
teser International has sent more doctors to the region 
and is operating a mobile treatment unit with ten beds. 

In addition, Malteser International has made three of 
its water treatment units available to a partner organisa-
tion, the Czech NGO Partner In Need, which will be 
used to provide clean water to the residents of four 
flood-affected districts in Sindh Province for three 
months. 

The current floods in Pakistan make clear, once again, 
the urgent need for prevention measures to prepare the 
local population and authorities for the risk of floods 
and earthquakes – so that these natural occurrences do 
not become disasters with many dead, injured or ill. 
For this reason, Malteser International has started two 
new disaster preparedness projects in the districts of 
Swat and Kohistan in northern Pakistan. The projects, 
funded by the German Federal Foreign Office and the 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment, build up on the organisation’s experience 
from similar past projects at the community level. 

Read more about our relief activities in Pakistan! 

Flood relief Pakistan: Mobile medical teams work hard to pre-
vent the spread of diseases like dengue fever or acute watery 
diarrhoea. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FO R DISASTER REDUCTION ON 13 OCTOBER 2011:  
CHILDREN AND YOUTH PLAY ACTIVE ROLE IN PREVENTING DISASTERS 

Reducing the risk of natural disasters is no longer a 
matter exclusively for grown-ups. In the Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) projects conducted by Malteser In-
ternational, children and youth play an essential role to 
help keep their communities safe. In Vietnam, one of 
the world’s most disaster-prone countries, DRR begins 
in school: More than 1,000 children from 13 coastal 
villages in Central Vietnam have participated in school 
workshops how to identify risks and what to do in case 
of evacuation. Together with their classmates and 
teachers they also came up with a plan of action. 
 
“In the past, children were considered a group that 
needed to be taken care of passively,” says Nguyen Thi 
Thuy Nga, Malteser International’s programme coordi-
nator in Vietnam. “In our project, they got to partici-
pate actively. They now know that they are able to take 
important steps before, during, and after floods and 
storms.” Older children and teenagers are especially 
valuable partners in Malteser International’s efforts to 
implement DRR measures in the villages. “Teenagers 
and young adults are the main members of the villages’ 
rescue teams, and are sometimes in the first-aid teams 

as well,” says Nguyen. “They participate in capacity 
building, listen to the villagers to find out what their 
difficulties and vulnerabilities are, and suggest improve-
ments to support their community.” 
 
Earlier this year, 170 villagers, trained volunteers, vil-
lage leaders and government officials in Truong Dinh,  

In a community drill, villagers show how to evacuate the weak 
and injured by boats. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved/aktionsseiten/malteser-international-in-pakistan.html
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MYANMAR: MALTESER INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATES WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY 

Every day, humanitarian aid workers risk their lives to 
help millions of people around the world, regardless of 
who they are, where they are from, or what they believe 
in. Every year on 19 August, their work is honoured on 
World Humanitarian Day. 
 
In Myanmar, Malteser International took part in the 
commemorations that marked the day. Together with 
representatives from the United Nations, the govern-
ment, and local and international NGOs, the Malteser 

International teams in Yangon and Sittwe informed 
those present about the organisation’s activities in the 
country and used the opportunity for a show of respect 
and appreciation for each other’s work and principles. 
In Sittwe, Malteser International was the main organis-
er of the event and hosted the celebration in its offices. 
 
“Once more it showed that humanitarian aid workers 
can be international, but most come from the country 
in which we work,” says Birke Herzbruch, country rep-
resentative for Malteser International in Myanmar. 
“They reflect all cultures, ideologies and backgrounds 
and they are united by their commitment to humanitar-
ianism. People affected by disasters such as in Myan-
mar are often the first to help their own communities 
following a disaster.” This was the case during Cyclone 
Nargis and Cyclone Giri, two cyclones that hit Myan-
mar in 2008 and 2010, Herzbruch explains. 
 
According to Herzbruch, responding to emergencies is 
only one aspect of humanitarian work. “Humanitarian 
workers also support communities to rebuild their lives 
after disasters, to become more resilient to future cri-
ses, and to advocate for their voices to be heard. This is 
our mission in Myanmar”, she adds. 
 
Read more about our relief activities in Myanmar! 

Every year, the work of humanitarian aid workers is honoured 
on World Humanitarian Day – a celebration of people helping 
people. 

on Vietnam’s south-central coast, participated in a 
community drill organised by Malteser International, 
where they were able to put their skills to the test. The 
simulation of an approaching storm and the ensuing 
flood included boats and trucks for evacuating the 
weak and the injured, rescuing unconscious victims 
from the waters and performing first aid, providing 
food and medicine to the affected families, and even 
conducting educational sessions on diarrhoea preven-
tion and water treatment. “During the drill, the chil-
dren and youth did not only act as observers or vic-
tims”, explains Cordula Wasser, Malteser Interna-
tional’s senior desk officer for Vietnam and Thailand. 
“They also participated and helped by putting what 
they had learned in school into practice.” 
 
From 2009 to 2011, Malteser International with finan-
cial support from the German Federal Foreign Office 
worked in 13 Vietnamese villages to improve their abil-
ity to respond to natural disasters, instructing 2113 
families in community-based DRR and training 338 
volunteers in first aid and search and rescue skills. The 
organisation has been active in Vietnam since 1966. 
DRR is also an important component of Malteser In-
ternational’s work in eight other countries, including 
Haiti, India, Pakistan, Indonesia and Japan. 
 
Photos and a video showing a community drill are 
available in Malteser International’s media library. 

From 2009 to 2011, Malteser International with fi-
nancial support from the German Federal Foreign 
Office worked in 13 Vietnamese villages to improve 
their ability to respond to natural disasters, instruct-
ing 2113 families in community-based DRR and 
training 338 volunteers in first aid and search and 
rescue skills. The organisation has been active in 
Vietnam since 1966. - DRR is also an important 
component of Malteser International’s work in eight 
other countries, including Haiti, India, Pakistan, In-
donesia and, more recently, Japan. 

Teenagers and young adults are the main members of the vil-
lages' rescue teams. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/myanmar.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?country=10&continent=2
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/vietnam.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/how-we-help/disaster-risk-reduction.html


Abroad 
September 2011 
Chona Bollos, Philippine citizen, started working as country operation coordinator in Myanmar. 
October 2011 
Stefan Palma, Italian citizen, started working as project assistant in Pakistan. 
Julio Sosa Calo, Argentine citizen, started working as short term WASH and infrastructure advisor in Pakistan. 
  
Headquarters Cologne 
October 2011 
Andrea Barth, German citizen, started working as secretary at the Malteser International headquarters. 
Lisa Schönmeier, German citizen, started working as desk officer international communications. 
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STAFF   

STAFF POSTINGS 

AMERICAS 

HAITI: INTERNATIONAL HANDWASHING DAY ON 15 OCTOBER 

Don't forget to wash your hands! 
 
What do you have to do after having used the toilet? Or 
before eating? Wash your hands with water and soap! - 
Every child and every adult should know. The interna-
tional handwashing day offers a possiblity to remind 
younger and older ones - worldwide. 
 
With regard to the global handwashing day on 15 Octo-
ber, Malteser International staff in Haiti together with 
members of the local water committees during the 
whole week have been distributing hygiene kits to nine 
schools in Janjan, Fayette, La  Colline, Capiti and Dumé 
and Darbonne. Around 1,720 children and youths are 
reached by the distribution. Malteser International staff 
also set up handwashing points, rubbish bins as well as 
distributes water. 
 
These one time activities are accompanied by regular 
hygiene education. Staff of mobile clinics, hygiene pro-
motors and community facilitators are working towards 
the goal of improved hygiene and sanitation in Haiti. A 
new handwashing poster in Creole showing the chil-
dren step by step how to wash their hands with water 
and soap is part of this education. 
 
According to Daniel Raymond, Malteser International 
WASH Officer in Haiti, continuous hygiene promotion 
is necessary to take precautions against Cholera and 
other epidemic diseases. And he concludes: "In addi-
tion, proper sanitation and hygiene allows for a good 
place to live and protects the environment." 
 
Water is life, sanitation is dignity. The most serious 
health problems in disaster situations are caused by 
poor hygiene due to insufficient water and by the con-
sumption of contaminated water. 

 
 
Recognising the strong link between health, water, sani-
tation and hygiene, demonstrated by numerous water-
borne diseases, Malteser International’s specific work 
within this sector covers water supply, sanitation and 
hygiene promotion not only in Haiti but also in numer-
ous other countries worldwide. 
 
Read more about our relief activities in Haiti! 

This poster in Creole shows children step by step how to wash 
their hands.  

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/america/haiti.html
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STAFF   

Sae Kani, Malteser Inter-
national’s advisor for dis-
aster management in Ja-
pan, is working closely 
with the Fujinosono chil-
dren and staff to help 
make their dream of a safe 
home come true.  
 
How did you arrive at the model 
for the new home? What was the 
creation and design process like? 

We started from complete scratch. We had to identify 
the problems first – problems with space, with the 
home’s operation, and the interaction with the children. 
It is important to pick up the details from daily life by 
talking to the children and the staff – like we did in our 
workshop. For instance, whenever the children wanted 
to talk to friends or relatives over the phone, they had 
to call from a pay phone which is located in the en-
trance area, so they had no privacy whatsoever. This 
made them uncomfortable. These are small things 
which, unless you talk to the individual caretakers and 
the children themselves, you would never find out. 
Now, those things are reflected in the floor design.  
 
The children, especially the older ones, were asked to give their 
input on the new homeõs design. Were they receptive to the idea? 
It was an eye-opening experience for them. As many of 
them were brought up in dysfunctional families, their 
wishes were often denied or ignored by the adults. In 
the beginning, they didn’t believe we would take them 
seriously. But we showed them we really meant it, and 
are willing to incorporate their suggestions into the de-
sign. Participating in this process has increased their 
self-esteem. Their opinions are taken seriously and re-
spected by the adults.  
 
How is the new living space going to differ from the old one? 
We are trying to create a more familiar environment for 
the children. For example, an 18-year-old girl from the 
home went to visit her host family and was asked to 
buy a head of cabbage, but she bought a head of lettuce 
instead. She never saw her mother cooking. That’s why 
every unit in the new home will have its own kitchen. 
The central kitchen will also have big windows, so the 
children can interact with the cooks and learn more 
about food. They can have conversations about food 
with the staff, just like they would at home with their 
parents.  
 
The design for the new home incorporates both eco-friendly fea-
tures and emergency preparedness elements. Why are those aspects 
being considered? 

We’re hoping to become a role model in the region. 
The DRR (Disaster Risk Reduction) officers in Ichino-
seki are completely stunned with our plans. With our 
support, Fujinosono does not have to rely on public 
funding, which means that we can be creative and em-
ploy cutting-edge designs. For instance, in Ichinoseki, 
all of the emergency generators for public buildings 
and hospitals are petrol- and diesel-based. If that life-
line is cut off – then what? In the home, we will use 
solar panels and a biomass-fuelled generating system 
for electricity, heating and hot water. Even when there 
is no petrol in stock, the home should continue func-
tioning with reasonable comfort. This will be a vital 
place for real emergencies. That’s DRR – we need to 
prepare for the most improbable circumstances. As a 
public building which will also serve as an emergency 
shelter for the community, the home could serve as a 
model for the whole of Japan. 
 
 
Read the whole interview online! 

 PORTRAIT OF OUR HELP: SAE KANI: “WE NEED TO PREPARE FOR THE MOST                     
       IMPROBABLE CIRCUMSTANCESó 

Sae Kani (standing) during the workshop with staff members 
of the children's home.  

The interest in the model of their new, energy-efficient home is 
great among the children of Fujinosono. Photo: Caritas-
Kazushi Abe  

http://www.malteser-international.org/?id=105886&L=1
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library/reportagen/asia/japan/portrait-of-our-help-dennis-kenyi-lodiongo.html?mediatype=3
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NEWS FROM MALTESER INTERNATIONAL’S MEMBERS  

ITALY: CHARITY CONCERT FOR THE HUNGER RELIEF IN NORTHERN KENYA  

On 1 October, the Italian Rescue Corps of the Order 
of Malta (CISOM) gave a charity concert to support 
Malteser International’s hunger relief in northern Ken-
ya. The event took place in the Gallery of the Palazzo 
Colonna in Rome and was organised to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the signing of the agreement be-
tween the Italian Government and the Order of Malta 
for cooperation in civil protection.  
 
On this occasion, Fra’ Matthew Festing, Prince and 
Grand Master of the Order of Malta, handed over the 
Order’s medal of merit in gold “pro merito melitensi” 
to Franco Gabrielli, head of the Civil Protection De-
partment, while also awarding CISOM with the first 
class medal of merit for their emergency relief on the 
occasion of the Abruzzo earthquake. 
 
During the evening, CISOM’s string orchestra per-
formed pieces by Johannes Brahms, Antonio Vivaldi 
and Astor Piazzolla.  

Ingo Radtke, Secretary General of Malteser Interna-
tional, did not only enjoy the concert but was strongly 
impressed by the orchestra’s commitment for the mil-
lions suffering from extreme drought in the Horn of 
Africa. He expressed his deep gratitude for this out-
standing support with 3,000 euros.  

OTHERS 

REGIONAL WORKSHOP: LEARNING FROM BEST PRACTICES TO REDUCE THE RISK OF  
             DISASTERS 

As communities prepare for and protect themselves 
against natural disasters, how can the most vulnerable 
members of society become more involved? Can disas-
ter risk reduction practices play an important role in 
helping communities adapt to climate change? Those 
questions were at the core of a regional workshop on 
best practices and policies for community-based disas-
ter risk reduction in South-East Asia which took place 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand on 22 and 23 September. 
 
The workshop was organised by Malteser Interna-
tional’s Myanmar team under the leadership of Dr. Mel 
Capistrano, Malteser International’s regional advisor 
for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
  
A total of 80 participants from 11 countries exchanged 
their experiences and developed strategies, so that aid 
organisations and local communities can work together 
to minimise the devastating impacts of natural disas-
ters. The panellists presented on a variety of topics, 

including recognising 
the role of gender in 
disaster risk reduction, 
encouraging the partic-
ipation of children, the 
elderly and people with 
disabilities in the deci-
sion process, strength-
ening regional partner-
ships, and integrating 
disaster risk reduction 
into sustainable devel-
opment policies. The 
workshop was financed 
by the European Un-
ion and co-organised 
by ActionAid and 
UNDP (United Na-
tions Development 
Programme). 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/home.html
mailto:joice.biazoto@malteser-international.org
http://www.drrforum.net/

