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CHOLERA IN HAITI:    òWATER IS LIFE, SANITATION IS DIGNITY ó 

The present cholera epidemic in Haiti 
gravely illustrates the need for im-
proved water supply, sanitation and 
primary health care in developing coun-
tries. On the occasion of World Toilet 
Day on 19 November, Malteser Inter-
national highlighted the fact that efforts 
in the fields of water, sanitation, and 
hygiene (WASH) have to be intensified. 
 

òEspecially after disasters like the earth-
quake in Haiti it is very important not 
only to assist people with health care 
and shelters. The supply with safe 
drinking water and sanitation facilities 
all over the country is of equal impor-
tance to sustain the health status of the 
population and to prevent the outbreak 
of diseases,ó explains Dr. Sibylle Gerstl, 
epidemiologist and Malteser Interna-
tional Senior Health Advisor. 

 

Already a few months after the quake, 
Malteser International had started to 
improve the peopleõs access to clean 
water through temporary water supply 
systems and the distribution of drinking 
water, to build sanitation facilities for 
orphanages and health centres as well 
as to teach people in questions of hy-
giene. Gerstl emphasises another aspect 
of WASH: òWater is life, sanitation is 
dignity.ó www.sanitation-is-dignity.org 
Malteser International constructed dif-
ferent types of latrines in Haiti to pre-
vent the spread of faecal borne dis-
eases. Ventilated improved pit òV.I.Pó 
latrines, for example, offer improved 
sanitation by eliminating flies and smell 
through air circulation. They thus im-
pede the spread of diseases by flies. 
 

Protection against cholera: Malteser 
International shows the little ones how to 
properly wash their hands. 
Photo: Florian Kopp/ADH 

The new water supply system from Malteser 
International was desperately needed. 
Photo: Florian Kopp/ADH 

http://www.sanitation-is-dignity.org/
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WINTER RELIEF IN PAKISTAN: 
EMERGENCY SHELTERS FOR 3,500 PEOPLE IN THE HIMALAYAS  
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At present, Malteser International once more intensi-
fies its prevention measures for 100,000 people with 
support of the Federal Foreign Office of Germany and 
continues to distribute soap, water treatment tabs to 
disinfect contaminated water, and water cans at its 
three project locations in the south-east and west of 
the island to fight against a further spread of cholera. 
Additionally, massive awareness campaigns are carried 
out, cholera patients are identified at an early stage and 
referral to specialised cholera treatment centres is en-
sured. 
 

In cooperation with the Federal Agency for Technical 
Relief (THW, Germany) and funds from the German 
Foreign Office, the relief service of the Order of Malta 

is preparing activities to improve the hygienic stan-
dards in 15 camps in Port-au-Prince. Mobile health 
units of the THW disinfect sanitation facilities as well 
as water tanks with chlorine solutions, clean and reha-
bilitate the waste water systems. Malteser International 
complements the activi-
ties with hygiene aware-
ness, early detection and 
referral as well as distri-
bution of water cans, 
soaps as well as purifica-
tion tabs. Malteser Inter-
national with support of 
the THW sensitises the 
population with regard 
to right hygiene behav-
iour, shows educational 
films ð even in the local 
Creole language ð and 
distributes leaflets. 
 
 

Latest publication: 
Earthquake relief in Haiti 
 

According to official statements, more than 100,000 
people have already been infected with and more than 
2,300 killed by the disease. The United Nations continue 
to caution against a further spread of the disease which 
would imply another severe humanitarian catastrophe in 
Haiti. Already the earthquake in January 2010 had lead to 
disastrous damages in the country. Then, in October, the 
aid agenciesõ reconstruction and rehabilitation measures 
were increasingly hampered by hurricane Tomas. 

Winter in Pakistan means snow and bitter coldness, 
especially for people living in the mountainous north 
of the country. Major parts of the population were se-
verely affected by the floods in July and August. In 
Kohistan, situated in the Himalayas, Malteser Interna-
tional now provides winterised shelters for 3,500 peo-
ple. 
 

In these mountainous areas, where people live at an 
altitude of up to 3,000 metres, many families lost their 
houses by the recent heavy monsoon rains and floods. 
They now have to move down to the valley where 
emergency shelters can better protect them against the 
approaching winter. These winterised shelters are 

equipped with an inner layer, stoves, kitchen equip-
ment and further items necessary for survival. They 
have been developed especially for use in high moun-
tains and are, for example, formed like a tunnel thus 
preventing the roof from collapsing due to heavy loads 
of snow. Such shelters have already proven of value in 
the winter following the earthquake in 2005. 
 

Furthermore, Malteser International also provides af-
fected villages with 35 motor-driven flour mills. In 
some areas in Kohistan, the population had been able 
to harvest major parts of their sweet corn crops, which 
could now be grinded. òThe more of their own flour 
the local farmers can produce, the more independent 
they will be from international food aidó, explains Dr. 
Juergen Clemens, Pakistan expert of Malteser Interna-
tional.  
 

The winter relief is funded by the German government 
and private donations. 

 
Read more about the projects in Pakistan... 
 

On 17 November the German TV channel ZDF in its news-
cast òHeute Journaló reported on Malteser Internationalõs 
winter relief in the Himalayas. In addition, on 29 December, 
it will air a 30 minutes long documentary called ăDas ver-
wundete Landò (òThe wounded countryó) depicting  the 
current situation and relief measures in Pakistan.   

This kind of emergency shelter already proven of value in the 
winter following the earthquake in 2005 is now set up in the 
Himalayas.       Photo: Florian Kopp/ADH 

http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.11.Downloads/61.11.03.Publications/Haiti_Flyer.pdf
http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.11.Downloads/61.11.03.Publications/Haiti_Flyer.pdf
http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.05.Projects/61.05.03.Asia/ald_projekt_liste.asp?region=2&sprache=2&land=Pakistan
http://www.zdf.de/ZDFmediathek/beitrag/video/1193108/ZDF-heute-journal-vom-17.-November-2010#/beitrag/video/1193108/ZDF-heute-journal-vom-17.-November-2010
http://www.zdf.de/ZDFmediathek/beitrag/video/1193108/ZDF-heute-journal-vom-17.-November-2010#/beitrag/video/1193108/ZDF-heute-journal-vom-17.-November-2010
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 DR CONGO I:    ASSISTANCE FOR 49,000 VICTIMS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE  

Over the past six years, Malteser International pro-
vided psychological and medical treatment for about 
49,000 women. These women had been subjected to 
assault, rape, and further atrocities in the conflict-
ridden province of South Kivu, a region located in the 
east of the country. Girls and women of all ages are 
affected by sexual violenceó, Ursula Salesse, Malteser 
International Project Manager in South Kivu, explains 
on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimi-
nation of Violence on 25 November. 

In altogether 64 health cen-
tres supported by Malteser 
International in South Kivu, 
girls and women receive 
medical treatment and 
medicine against, for exam-
ple, sexually transmitted 
diseases or as prophylaxis 
of an infection with HIV. 
Next to medical treatment, 
psychosocial care is of great 
importance for the women.  
 

Malteser International assisted the victims of violence 
in close cooperation with 52 local groups. òOften, 
women who have been victims of assault and rape 
themselves, work in these groupsó, Salesse reports. 
Next to medical treatment, these groups provide psy-
chosocial care and organise sensitisation campaigns in 
villages and market places because, in many cases, the 
women are excluded by their own family. òThey try to 
convince the people to take care of the victims rather 
than further punish them by expulsionó, Salesse de-
scribes the sensitisation campaigns. Malteser International provides care for victims of sexual 

aggression in the DR Congo.  

Already since 1996, Malte-
ser International has been 
active in the northeast of 
the DR Congo ð in South 
Kivu and North Ituri. 127 
local and ten international 
staff members currently 
work in the fields of health 
and nutrition, reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation of 
infrastructure and provide 
emergency relief for inter-
nally displaced persons. 

 DR CONGO II:    ALONG WITH NEW ROADS COMES BETTER HEALTH CARE  

Even if the second civil war in DR Congo officially 
ended in 2003, the country has not yet recovered from 
its impact. Especially the population in the province of 
South Kivu in the northeast of the country still suffers 
from on-going armed conflicts, which left the infra-
structure debilitated or even destroyed.  

Many roads are not accessible as they are not main-
tained or repaired. In order to make health centres ac-
cessible to the population and the humanitarian aid of 
Malteser International, the roads urgently need to be 
rehabilitated. Therefore, Malteser International has 
now started to rehabilitate a road of 25 kilometres be-
tween Kigulube and Nzovu, south of the Kahuzi na-
tional park, in close cooperation with two local part-
ners and with financial support of the GTZ (Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit ð Ger-
man Federal Organisation for technical cooperation). 

With this road intact, the population will also have ac-
cess to hospitals, markets, and other communities ð 
the regionõs poverty will sustainably be reduced. 
 

Read more about the projects in the DR Congo... 

In the DR Congo, the rehabilitation of roads and 
bridges is vital for the development of a functioning 
health system as well as an economic and social 
infrastructure. 

http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.05.Projects/61.05.02.Africa/ald_projekt_liste.asp?region=1&sprache=2&land=Democratic%20Republic%20of%20Congo
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ASIA:      
 

 AFGHANISTAN:    SET-UP OF AN EDUCATIONAL TV CHANNEL IN MAZAR -I -SHARIF 

In cooperation with the Afghan partner organisation 
SCEO (Social Cultural Educational organisation) and 
with financial support of the German Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development, Malteser 
International in the beginning of December has started 
to set up a non-profit TV channel for educational pro-
grammes in Mazar-i-Sharif where the population suf-
fers from extremely bad educational backgrounds. 
 

As TV sets are not at all a privilege of wealthy house-
holds but belong to daily life of Afghan people with 
sets in shops, restaurants and on the market, the pro-
grammes of the new channel AFA will be able to reach 
about 300,000 inhabitants of Mazar-i-Sharif as well as 
up to 250,000 people in the hinterland. They are ad-
dressed to all age classes, sexes, religious and social 
groups. Special target groups will be families living be-
low the poverty line, especially vulnerable groups like 
widows, people with disabilities, children and elderly, 
women and young girls, people traumatised by the war, 
people without professional training as well as children 
who are not allowed to attend school. 
 

The broadcasting will be based on the development 
requirements of the region with a special focus on 

health and will be developed in close cooperation with 
other NGOs working in the region and the local au-
thorities. Further topics besides general education will 
be psychology, alphabetisation, foreign languages and 
womenõs rights. ð In addition, 30 persons in the region 
will benefit from a professional training in the fields of 
media technology, journalism, moderation techniques 
and project management that will enable them to do 
the broadcasting on their own responsibility later on.  

Education is of great importance - both in school and via TV 
channels broadcasting educational programmes. 

On 18 November, Caritas Germany and Malteser In-
ternational handed over a home for elderly people to 
the local authorities of Gu Cheng, China. The house 
will provide permanent accommodation for elderly 
people, who had been severely affected by the earth-
quake in May 2008. Due to the earthquake, which 
struck the region of Sichuan located 1,500 kilometres 

southwest of Peking two and a half years ago, more 
than 85,000 people died and 5.8 million lost their 
houses. 
 

Until today, the residents of the former nursing home, 
which had been entirely destroyed by the earthquake, 
had to live in emergency shelters and tents. The new 
earthquake-resistant construction of the home for eld-
erly people now offers an increased capacity for 79 in-
habitants instead of 30. In consequence of the earth-
quake, an increased number of elderly people now rely 
on external support due to the traumatic experience 
and the loss of relatives. 

  

 CHINA:     
 CARITAS AND MALTESER INTERNATIONAL HAND OVER HOME FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE  

This earthquake-resistant construction is the new home for 79 
elderly people in Gu Cheng. 

The construction of the new home for elderly people 
was possible thanks to the cooperation with Caritas Ger-
many and the Chinese partner organisation Jinde Chari-
ties. The new home for the elderly could be realised with 
financial support of an international corporate group and 
was built within two years. Malteser International had 
made the contact between the group and Caritas and 
supervised the construction progress. 
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 INDONESIA: 
 COMMUNITY ðBASED REHABILITATION FOR PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES  

Beside traumata, many people in Nias ð a little island 
on the west coast of Sumatra - suffered from disabili-
ties due to insufficiently treated injuries incurred during 
the earthquake of March 2005 or the tsunami of De-
cember 2004. To support those people, Malteser Inter-
national and its local partner organisation PRY (Pusat 
Rehabilitasi YAKKUM) in June 2009 started a joint 
project which now has been successfully finalised. PRY 
opened a rehabilitation centre in the capital of Nias for 
wound care, physiotherapy, and the repair or provision 
of assistive devises. The centre also functioned as base 
for community-based rehabilitation with a mobile team 
which visited people with disabilities within their vil-
lages for counselling, family trainings and wound care 
for those patients who couldnõt visit the rehabilitation 
centre. 
 

In total, 25 patients have received intensive wound 
treatment, 140 assistive devices such as wheel chairs, 
splints or orthopaedic shoes were distributed; 75 pa-
tients received physiotherapy for a period of six to 12 
months and 44 intensive counselling. Six patients were 

sent to the city of Siantar on Sumatra or to Java for 
plastic and orthopaedic surgeries to increase their 
physical function and senses. All activities have been 
accompanied by intensive campaigns to sensitise the 
population as well as the local government about the 
needs of people with physical disabilities. 

The new wheel chair furthers the manôs mobility and is a step 
toward a more independent life. 

 

 MYANMAR I:    EMERGENCY RELIEF AFTER CYCLONE GIRI/ACID TEST FOR DISASTER 
   PREPAREDNESS 

In Myanmar, around 260,000 people suffer from the 
impact of cyclone Giri. The cyclone that hit the region 
of Rakhine State on 22 October with wind velocities of 
up to 177km/h caused up to four metres high flood 
waves. About 70,000 people lost their homes and the 
majority of the regionõs rice fields were destroyed, leav-
ing the people without food and shelter. Therefore, 
Malteser International has immediately distributed food 
items, family kits, and material for the temporary re-
construction of houses to 1,250 families living in the 
strongly affected townships of Myebon and Pauktaw. 
 

The emergency relief is supported with funds from the 
Federal Foreign Office (Germany). In the face of cy-
clone Giriõs approach, the disaster preparedness and 
disaster risk reduction activities, which Malteser Inter-
national has been carrying out in 36 villages in Rakhine 
State since 2006, stood the test: After cyclone warnings 
on the radio, village committees arranged for the popu-
lationõs timely evacuation into previously established 
evacuation centres. 
 

Read more about the activities in Myanmar... 
 

After cyclone Giri: A woman carries home the relief items 
provided by Malteser International.  

The villagers actively engage in meassures of disaster risk 
reduction. 

http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.05.Projects/61.05.03.Asia/ald_projekt_liste.asp?region=2&sprache=2&land=Myanmar







