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BREAKING NEWS:      

HUNGER IN THE HORN OF AFRICA:  MALTESER INTERNATION AL  
BRINGS FOOD AND MEDICAL AID TO NORTHERN KENYA  

Over 12 million people in Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia are in ur-
gent need of humanitarian aid, after the 
region was ravaged by its worst drought 
in the last six decades. More than half a 
million children are at risk of starvation. 
In northern Kenya, one in every three 
children is already suffering from severe 
malnutrition. Each day is a struggle for 
survival. 
 
In remote rural areas in the Kenyan dis-
trict of Marsabit, the situation is getting 
more critical everyday. òIt hasnõt rained 
for a very long time in this region, and 
the people here were hit especially 
hardó, says Ute Kirch, emergency relief 
coordinator for Malteser International. 
òThey live traditionally from livestock, 
but pastures have dried out, the cattle is 
dying, and they have no money to buy 
foodó. 
 
In the first week of August, Malteser 
International sent its first shipment of 
staple foods from Nairobi to Marsabit, 
where the goods are being distributed in 

cooperation with the diocese of Marsa-
bit to about 17,000 people in several 
villages. In this first distribution phase, 
each registered family receives a month-
ly ration consisting of 12 kilograms of 
rice, six kilograms of beans and two li-
tres of cooking oil. The distribution will 
continue over the coming weeks and 
months. 
 
òThanks to the generosity of many pri-
vate donors, we are now able to help 
nearly three times as many people as we 
had originally plannedó, Kirch says. òIn 
September, weõre planning another food 
shipment, this time for about 43,000 
peopleó. 
 
Children, pregnant women, the elderly 
and people with special needs, who are 
particularly weakened and vulnerable, 

These women from the village of Segel 
have received food from Malteser Interna-
tional. 

Staple foods such as rice and beans are 
shipped to about 17,000 people in Marsabit in 
northern Kenya. Photo: African Visuals Madia 
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will receive five kilograms of Unimix, a protein- and 
vitamin-enriched nutritional supplement, in addition to 
the staple food items. 
 
Residents of Marsabit District have been registered in 
one of the diocese-run health care units in villages such 
as Korr, Kargi, Laisamis and Loiyangalani. òIn 
Laisamis, the local hospital reports that three children 
suffering from acute malnutrition have already diedó, 
Kirch says. There, almost 700 households ð or nearly 
3,000 people ð have already received food aid. 
 
In addition to food, Malteser International will supply 
four of Marsabitõs health care units with the necessary 
drugs and medical supplies to treat a total of more than 
7,000 patients suffering from drought-related illnesses 
such as malnutrition, diarrhoea, skin and respiratory 
diseases. The health aid packages will include iron and 
folic acid supplements. 
 
After the emergency relief phase, Malteser Internation-
al is planning a long-term intervention in the region to 
improve the populationõs coping mechanisms, includ-

ing income-generating measures and a food security 
programme. 
 
Read an interview with Ute Kirch, who accompanied 
the first distribution in Marsabit, or visit our media 
library for photos of our relief activities in Kenya. 

A malnourished child is examined at a health care unit in 
northern Kenya which is supported by Malteser International. 

AFRICA:      

On 9 July, South Sudan gained its independence and 
became Africaõs youngest nation. As the South Suda-
nese people start shaping their new country, Malteser 
International continues to help them along the way to a 
better future by training and qualifying medical staff.  
 
After 21 years of civil war, South Sudan is now faced 
with daunting challenges as it builds up its own govern-
ment ð and that is especially true when it comes to the 
health care system. The country has one of the highest 
infant and maternal death rates in the world: for every 
1,000 live births, more than 100 babies and 20 mothers 
die. There is a great need for professional medical per-

sonnel to support disease diagnosis, surveillance and 
treatment. 
 
òThe know-how, the structures and resources which 
are required for a comprehensive public health system 
are missing. Skilled personnel are hard to findó, says 
Jan Kleinheisterkamp, country coordinator for Malteser 
International in South Sudan. òThatõs why we focus on 
qualifying medical staff with a variety of educational 
programmes ð a task which should later be the respon-
sibility of the local authorities. We want to not only 
improve health care in South Sudan, but also to enable 
both the state and the population to continue develop-
ing the health care system sustainably.ó  
 
In its laboratory school in Rumbek, Malteser Interna-
tional has instructed laboratory technicians and assis-
tants since 2002. Until now, 55 students have success-
fully completed the two-year programme. òThe selec-
tion of the students from all regions of South Sudan is 
made in close coordination with the South Sudanese 
government. It makes sense that students from as 
many regions as possible are represented when they go 
into the job marketó, explains Kleinheisterkamp.  
 
The laboratory in Rumbek serves as a referral lab for 
more than 330,000 people. òOur long-term goal is to 
hand over responsibility for the school to government 
authorities at some pointó, says Kleinheisterkamp. 

SOUTH SUDAN I:  WITH INDEPENDENCE, NEW CHALLENGES TO BE OVERCOME  
        ñ WITH THE HELP OF MALTESER INTERNATIONAL  

This term, Malteser International is training 21 laboratory tech-
nicians and assistants at the lab school in Rumbek. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library/reportagen/afrika/kenia/hunger-relief-in-east-africa-ute-kirch.html?mediatype=3
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=1&Guid=20756&continent=3&country=2
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=1&Guid=20756&continent=3&country=2
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Lisa Schönmeier, 29, has worked since October 2010 as 
communications assistant at Malteser International's 
headquarters in Cologne, Germany. In July, shortly af-
ter the country gained its independence, she travelled 
around South Sudan to Malteser International projects 
on the ground. 
 
Schönmeier experienced first-hand the hope-filled, cel-
ebratory atmosphere in Africa's youngest nation: òJuba, 
the capital city of South Sudan, is full of life. Every-
where I look, the new independence has left its mark: 
Streets are decorated with plastic flowers, posters cele-
brate the new republicó, she reports. 
 
During her trip, she met a lot of people ð in the health 
centres, in a leprosy settlement, in remote villages ð 

who told her their stories. 
òAlthough each story is 
different from the other, 
they all have one thing in 
common: the people are 
filled with hope, looking 
toward the future of their 
new nation, the Republic 
of South Sudan. A posi-
tive mood of change is in 
the air, and that is reflect-
ed on all aspects of life.ó 
 
 
Join her on her trip and 
read her blog here! 

SOUTH SUDAN II: EXPLORING AFRICAõS YOUNGEST NATION 

At the laboratory school in Rumbek, a student tests 
the urine sample of a patient. 

In June, ten students celebrated their graduation after com-
pleting the two-year course in Medical Laboratory Studies at 
Malteser Internationalõs laboratory training school in 
Rumbek, Lakes State. 
 
One of them is Stephen Duku from Yei: òI decided to join 
the programme so that I can help to save the people of Su-
dan, because there are so many diseases but only few medical 
personneló, he said upon receipt of his state-recognised diplo-
ma. Addressing the graduates during the ceremony, Michael 
Lasuba, lab technologist for the South Sudanese government, 
emphasised the importance of medical laboratory graduates in 

supporting disease diagnosis, surveillance and treatment. 
Jan Kleinheisterkamp called on the new graduates to serve 
the citizens of South Sudan wherever they were needed ð 
whether in big cities or at the countryside ð òsince South Su-
dan is a young nation that will rely heavily on its youth work-
forceó. 
 
The Governor of Lakes State, Chol Tong Mayay, expressed 
his deep gratitude for òthe tireless workó of Malteser Interna-
tional among the citizens of Lakes State, where it has been 
operating since 1998. He asked the relief organisation òto stay 
in South Sudan to oversee the nursing of the young nationó.  

Class of 2011 in Medical Laboratory Studies: serving the new nation wherever they are needed 

In order to help build up a functioning health care sys-
tem, Malteser International also organises trainings for 
state employees on the local level. Over the past weeks, 
25 staff members from the local health authority in 
Maridi have taken a course on family planning and 
health management. In addition, the Malteser Interna-
tional teams in Yei, Rumbek and Maridi train volun-
teers to become peer educators, who inform communi-
ties and villages about diseases such as tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS and leprosy and explain the importance of 
early testing and diagnosis. 
 
Malteser International has already been working to im-

prove health in South Sudan for 15 years. The organi-

sation currently has 10 international and around 120 

local staff on site and has been active in various health-

related fields ð from combating tuberculosis, HIV/

AIDS, leprosy, sleeping sickness and malaria to im-

proving maternal and child health. 

 

Read the interview with Dennis Kenyi Lodiongo, 

health tutor at the lab school in Rumbek and visit the 

Malteser International website for more information 

about the projects in South Sudan! 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library/blogs/lisa-schoenmeier-reports-from-south-sudan.html?mediatype=4
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library/blogs/lisa-schoenmeier-reports-from-south-sudan.html?mediatype=4
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/africa/sudan.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/africa/sudan.html
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ASIA:      

ONE YEAR AFTER THE FLOODS IN PAKISTAN:  MOVING FORWARD BY PLANNING AHEAD  

It has been one year since the worst recorded flood in 
Pakistanõs history. Yet, vestiges of the disaster can still 
clearly be found everywhere. There is still much work 
to be done ð schools and houses must be rebuilt, crop 
fields must be recovered, basic services re-established. 
 
But beyond that, Malteser Internationalõs team in Paki-
stan is already thinking about the future ð and what 
would happen if disaster strikes once again. 
 
òOur work here is far from doneó, says Dr. J¿rgen 
Clemens, senior desk officer for Pakistan at Malteser 
International. òItõs time to look ahead and ask the ques-
tion: when it happens again, will the Pakistani people be 
ready?ó 
 
Clemens says the focus of the organisationõs work in 
Pakistan has been on strengthening the Pakistanisõ abil-
ity to protect themselves from natural hazards such as 
earthquakes and floods ð and helping them react quick-
ly in case of an emergency.  
 
To prepare the population for future floods, for in-
stance, Malteser International teams in southern Paki-
stan are currently building and repairing hundreds of 
wells and installing hand pumps ð the wells are being 
made water-proof to keep dirty surface water from con-
taminating the pure groundwater within. In northern 
Pakistan, the organisation is also training health work-
ers in the Swat districtõs public health care units to re-
spond more effectively to disasters which cause mass 
injuries and widespread disease.   
 
òMany of the problems that led to the humanitarian 
disaster after the 2010 floods were already there before 
ð the floods only made them worse,ó Clemens says. 
 
Malteser International is working together with the lo-
cal authorities in the project regions to tackle those 

problems. òWe have been in the country for years ð 
people know us and trust usó, Clemens says. The or-
ganisation is currently rebuilding 13 health centres and 
four schools. They were already in bad condition before 
the floods and were further damaged by the waters. 
 
In the summer of 2010, unusually strong monsoon 
rains caused Pakistanõs main rivers to overflow their 
banks, leaving large swaths of land under water. More 
than seven million people were in need of urgent aid, as 
entire harvests were lost and many sources of drinking 
water became contaminated. Malteser International had 
been active in Pakistan since 2005 and was able to help 
right away. 
 
Visit our Pakistan portal on our website, where you can 
read, watch and hear all about our work in Pakistan 
over the last year. See the faces behind our help, and 
discover their stories! 

Thanks to his new corn mill that he got from Malteser Interna-
tional, this farmer is now able to process his crops.  
Photo: Jorge Scholz 

The five-year old Samina is healthy again after she went for 
consultation at one of Malteser Internationsalõs mobile clinics. 
Photo: Jorge Scholz 

Facts and figures: one year of flood relief 

Å More than 90,000 medical treatments  

Å Comprehensive hygiene promotion 

Å Food rations for 22,000 people 

Å Aid packages for 35,000 people who lost every-

thing 

Å Water treatment for more than 85,000 people  

Å Construction of 500 wells and hand pumps and 

300 latrines 

Å Recovery of rural infrastructure through ăcash for 

workò programmes 

Å Seeds and agricultural equipment for 500 farmer 

families 

Å Cereal mills for 35 villages 

Å Preparing the health sector for the next disaster  

Å Begin of reconstruction of 13 health centres and 

four schools 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved/aktionsseiten/malteser-international-in-pakistan.html
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INDONESIA: EARTHQUAKE WARNING SYSTEM INSTALLED IN MANOKWARI, WEST PAPUA  

Indonesia is one of the countries most threatened by 
earthquakes and volcanic eruption in the world.  In 
2004, Indonesia ð in particular the island of Sumatra ð 
was worst affected by the tsunami. A 9.3-magnitude 
earthquake generated a wave which swept away more 
than 200,000 lives. Since then, the Indonesian islands 
and their population have been struck by devastating 
earthquakes and smaller tsunamis. 
 
In the suburban village of Pasir Putih, in the 
Manokwari Timur district, most of the 3,100 inhabit-
ants live near the coast. The area has a history of earth-
quakes which are often destructive. The next time the 
earth in Pasir Putih shakes, however, the villagers will 
be better prepared. Thatõs because, in July, the village 
gained a new earthquake warning system, which was 
developed by the German company sectyelectronics. 
 
Malteser International and its local partner, YAKKUM 
Emergency Unit (YEU), installed the system as part of 
their community-based disaster risk reduction pro-
gramme. Since July 2010, both partners are implement-
ing a project to reduce the vulnerability and enhance 
the response capacities of selected communities in dis-
aster-prone areas in West Papua. 
 
òMany human lives can be saved when the system is in 
full operation. Most of all, the community has to have 
a preparedness plan in any disaster scenarioó, says Ana-
stasia Maylinda, YEU project manager. òThe system 
also serves as a learning tool for introducing habit for-
mation in living together with potential earthquakes.ó 
 
Alongside the installation of the earthquake warning 
system, a training session was arranged for representa-
tives from the Village Disaster Management Commit-
tee (VDMC) in Pasir Putih, the Disaster Management 

Agency, local NGOs and academics from Papua Uni-
versity, among others. The training was held by techni-
cians Jürgen Przybylak and Markus Graumüller. The 
transfer of skill and knowledge ensures that local resi-
dents are adept with the system, able to maintain the 
system and able to see the opportunity in developing 
the earthquake warning system for future use. 
 

Read more about our projects in Indonesia! 

THAILAND: RAISING AWARENESS ON WORLD REFUGEE DAY AT CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY  

For more than 20 years, refugees from Myanmar 
(formerly Burma) have been fleeing to Thailand to seek 
refuge from human rights abuses and from fights in 
their country. Around 150,000 refugees live in nine 
refugee camps along the Thai-Myanmar border. 
 
Today, those refugee camps have almost become per-
manent cities where generations have been born and 
grown old. The difference: they still count on interna-
tional support to cover their basic needs: shelter, food, 
education, water and health care. 
 
On June 20, the Malteser International team in north-

ern Thailand celebrated World Refugee Day by bring-

ing the refugeesõ stories and faces closer to the students  

of Chiang Mai University. At the exhibition òLiving for  

The students of Chiang Mai University show great interest in  
the exhibition of Malteser International's projects in and 
around two refugee camps  in North Thailand. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/indonesia.html


 

 
Page 6 

Tomorrowó, visitors were able to take a look at images 
and video footage of Malteser International's projects 
in and around two refugee camps for Kareen and Bur-
mese refugees in North Thailand. 
 
Vice President for International Relations, Prof. Dr. 
Jakkapan Sirithunyalug, opened the exhibition. His 
speech was followed by a short film from Malteser In-
ternational, giving insight into how health care works in 
a refugee camp, and another short film by local NGO 
WEAVE (Women's Education for Advancement and 
Empowerment), reflecting on women and children's 
situation as refugees. About 150 people, mostly Chiang 
Mai University students, attended the opening. 

The three-day exhibition was set up in cooperation 
with the Faculty of Social Science, RCSD (Regional 
Center for Social Science and Sustainable Develop-
ment) and WEAVE. 
 

 

Watch the video 

produced by Mal-

teser International 

staff in Thailand for 

World Refugee Day! 

OTHERS 

MALTESER INTERNATIONALõS ANNUAL REPORT 2010: NOW AVAILABLE ON ð AND OFFLINE  

2010 was a year filled with great challenges: the earth-
quake in Haiti, the floods in Pakistan, and many other 
small and large disasters in between. With our 2010 
Annual Report, we invite you to look back: in pictures, 
stories and personal accounts, this report documents 
our work in the past year.  
 
The financial overview contains the yearõs facts and 
figures: with a project volume of 23.3 million euros, 
our help reached about 8 million people in our project 
regions. More than 900 staff members are working in 
over 20 countries worldwide in order to support the 
people in need. In the report, we also show you the 
people behind the projects. òMy motivation for my 
work is to bring humanity to my countryó, says Marie 
Ayiale Awiita, who works for us in the DR Congo. òI 
will stay in Pakistan as long as I am needed hereó, ex-
plains Dr. Branko Dubajic, a Serbian medical doctor, 
who has been working for six years in the south-Asian 
country. 

The Annual Report 
2010 is now availa-
ble online as an e-
book, which makes 
it much easier to 
navigate and read 
on a computer 
screen: you can flip 
through the pages, 
bookmark your fa-
vorite pages, print 
or share it with 
your friends on Fa-
cebook. 
 
 
 
If you would rather receive a hard copy of the report, 
please let us know by filling out this form. 

MALTESER INTERNATIONAL CO -FOUNDS GERMAN WASH NETWORK  

On 20 June 2011, Malteser International joined 13 oth-
er NGOs to found a German network for water, sani-
tation and hygiene (WASH). 
 
According to the German Toilet Organisation, the net-
work òseeks to strengthen the German contribution to 
the solution of one of the biggest problems of the 21st 
century by improving cooperation and exchange of 
knowledge and experience within the sectoró. 
 
The group will work together towards a shared vision: 
to make sure all people have access to clean water and 
sanitation, and incorporate basic hygiene practices into 
their daily lives. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/MalteserInt#p/u/6/tcxFw161Y40
http://www.youtube.com/user/MalteserInt#p/u/6/tcxFw161Y40
http://www.youtube.com/user/MalteserInt#p/u/6/tcxFw161Y40
http://www.youtube.com/user/MalteserInt#p/u/6/tcxFw161Y40
http://www.youtube.com/user/MalteserInt#p/u/6/tcxFw161Y40





