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FLOODING IN SRI LANKA: MALTESER INTERNATIONAL  
        ENHANCES ITS RELIEF ACTIVITIES 

Early February a second flood hit the 
already flood-ridden country of Sri 
Lanka, where continuous and heavy 
rainfalls since December 2010 had led 
to severe flooding and landslides. As of 
today, altogether 1.2 million people are 
affected, especially in the central plains 
and in the eastern provinces. Around 
50,000 families were forced to leave 
their homes and villages, seeking shelter 
in some of the 640 evacuation camps 
for flood affected persons. 
 
In the camps located in the heavily af-
fected district of Batticaloa, Malteser 
International has once again enhanced 
its relief measures. The teams of the 
local partner Sarvodaya provide two 
warm meals per day to additional 1,000 
people, supply 500 families with hy-
giene kits, and set up further water 
tanks. Furthermore, food kits are given 
out to about 500 families, who would 
not otherwise be able to return to their 
homes because the flooding severely 
damaged the regionõs agriculture and 
destroyed most of the stored food. 
 
In cooperation with its local partner, 
Malteser International also continues its 

present relief activities including the 
distribution of food, clothes, and  
drinking water to 1,400 people. Health 
and hygiene awareness counselling is 
given to the local population to prevent 
the spread of so called òwater borne 
diseasesó. The Malteser International 
flood relief in Sri Lanka is funded by 
the Federal Foreign Office of Germany 
as well as by private donations and own 
funds. 
 
Read the interview with Walter Berrier, 
Malteser International Programme Co-
ordinator in Sri Lanka... 
 
Visit our photo gallery òFlood relief in 
Sri Lankaó... 
 
 

Finally, warm meals can be prepared: Sacks 
of rice are unloaded from the truck.  
Photo: Carmen Wolf 

Flood relief Sri Lanka: More than one 
million people are affected by the flooding. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=1&Guid=6326&continent=2&country=6
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=1&Guid=6326&continent=2&country=6
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 SOUTH SUDAN: RESULT OF THE REFERENDUM ENCOURAGES CONTINUED   
              PARTNERSHIP WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

ASIA:     
 

 CAMBODIA/THAILAND: CONFLICT URGES MALTESER INTERNATIONAL STAFF TO  
     WITHDRAW FROM THE BORDER REGION 

Being present in Southern Sudan for 15 years already, 
Malteser International considers the referendum proc-
ess as crucial for the success of its ongoing projects 
and future planning. Several governmental institutions 
are long-term partners in the implementation of TB/
HIV, leprosy and sleeping sickness control pro-
grammes in three states. Initially, the responsibilities 
for medical personnel, capacity building, drug supply 
and management in several hospitals and small health 
units were taken up by Malteser International due to a 
lack of local capacities. 
 
Since 2010, the implementation is gradually shared 
with local authorities and further stakeholders, aiming 
at a full integration of the relief activities into the na-
tional health system. Malteser Internationalõs focus is 
to ensure that the programmes are continued with the 
same standards and with a clear priority on the needs 
of the local population. Given the expected stability of 
the government authorities while forming a new inde-
pendent country, Malteser International wishes to con-
tinue the support to its partners offering health care 
services to people in need until sustainable structures 
will be established. 
 
Read more about the work of Malteser International in 
South Sudan...  

In front of a primary health care centre in Maridi, patients 
are waiting to recieve medical treatment. 

In Rumbek, mobile medical teams reach out to the population 
living in remote areas. 

The fighting between the Thai and the Cambodian 
military over the Preah Vihear temple which started in 
the beginning of February has forced Malteser Interna-
tional staff working in the health facilities and health 
projects located in the border region to temporarily 

withdraw into the hinterland. òThe traumata of the 
Cambodian population resulting from the period of the 
Red Khmer under Pol Pot also affect our staffó, states 
Vera Minnik, Malteser International Programme Coor-
dinator in Cambodia. òAs we also have to take care of 
our staff, we are sending birth assistants and health 
workers together with their families into the hinterland 
so that they can gain some distance.ó 
 
Up to now, at least five people died during the conflict 
and dozens were wounded; more than 30,000 had fled 
into the hinterland. òThe psychological consequences 
of the fighting are fatal. The people react with terror 
and panic to every sign of war and violenceó, Minnik 
continues. The population is extremely alarmed. Ru-
mours about imminent bombing or attacks with bio-
logical weapons have circulated. Minnik, who has been 
working in Cambodia for three years now, expects the 
situation to calm down but worries about the health 
care for the people living in the affected area.  

At Samrong Temple, Malteser International in cooperation with 
local partners provides rice, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, and eggs 
to families who have fled the border area. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/africa/sudan.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/africa/sudan.html
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 PAKISTAN: WINTER RELIEF FOR 2,115 HOMELESS FAMILIES IN KOHISTAN  

Due to the severe flooding and the following landslides 
that hit Pakistan during the summer of 2010, a great 
part of the Pakistani population lost their homes. One 
of the most affected regions is the district of Kohistan, 
located in the mountainous north of the country. It is 
here, where many people had to leave their villages and 

move to lower valleys in order to evade the worst of 
snow and freezing temperatures. 
 
In January 2011, Malteser International distributed tun-
nel shelters for 515 homeless families, thus enabling 
them to stay in their native environment in the high 
regions in the Himalayas for the rest of the winter. Fur-
thermore, the 515 families as well as an additional 
1,600 families received relief items including ovens, 
blankets, and cooking utensils. In this isolated region, 
at an altitude of up to 3,000 metres, the distribution of 
relief items was only possibly via helicopter. 
 
In foresight of the upcoming spring, Malteser Interna-
tional plans to provide 300 peasant families living in 
another northern region of Pakistan - the Swat district - 
with agricultural items. Seeds, fertilizers, and tools will 
be distributed to restore field terraces and irrigation 
channels to support the spring seeding - the prerequi-
site for a successful harvest later in the year. 20 villages 
have already received motor-driven flour mills enabling 
them to process their sweet corn crops. 
The Malteser International relief measures in Pakistan 
are funded by the German Foreign Office and the Fed-
eral Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment. 
 
Read more about the winter relief in Pakistan... 
Visit our photo gallery òFlood relief in Pakistanó... 

Malteser International has distributed drinking water, 
food, and hygiene kits to displaced persons. At Sam-
rong Temple, for example, Malteser International in 
cooperation with local partners cares for about 60 to 
75 families who have come from the border area and 
provides rice, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, and eggs, 20 
litre bottles of drinking water for each family as well as 
health, hygiene and nutrition education, e.g. by means 
of the distribution of soap or a cooking demonstration 
of nutritious òborboró (congee). However, most of the 
people fleeing from the conflict find shelter with their 
relatives. 
 
Read more about the work of Malteser International in 
Cambodia and Thailand... 

 
 

Malteser International has been active in Cambodia 
since 1993 and supported Cambodian refugees in Thai-
land from 1979 to 1999. The relief organisation sup-
ports various projects located in the region of Oddar 
Meanchey, the home of about 190,000 people. These 
projects include mother-child-health, training of volun-
tary first aid teams in remote areas, and the implementa-
tion of a community-based health insurance system that 
protects the - mostly poor - peasants against ruinous 
costs in case of illness. 

Making sure that mothers have a save delivery and a 
healthy life together with their children: Mother-child-
health is a main aspect of the work of 
Malteser .International 

The village children happily receive the bag with relief 
items. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved/aktionsseiten/malteser-international-in-pakistan.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=1&Guid=7724&continent=2&country=7
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/cambodia.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/thailand.html
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On 27 February 2010, Chile was hit by a devastating 
earthquake and a tsunami. Malteser International im-
mediately started to support the emergency relief pro-
vided by volunteers of the Chilean Malteser relief ser-
vice òAuxilio Malt®só and the Chilean Association of 
the Order of Malta. Today, one year after the earth-
quake, important progress has already been achieved in 
the reconstruction and rehabilitation work:  
 
In August 2010, in the small fishing village of Tubul, 
situated 60 km south of the epicentre in Concepción, 
the local fishermenõs cooperative received 17 diving 
gears worth 35,000 Euros. Within the cooperative, the 
diving gears are used by the associated fishermen, thus 
securing the income of 35 families.  
 
In the small town of Chépica, situated at about 180 km 
south of Santiago de Chile, Malteser International sup-
ported òAuxilio Malt®só that provided a psychologist 
for psycho-social care for traumatised children and 
assisted the affected population in the removal of the 
debris. Furthermore, a so-called Sphere training was 
organised in order to train the volunteers in disaster 
risk reduction and disaster management. Main empha-
sis is now laid on the construction measures for a cen-
tral market area that began in January 2011. This new 
òMercado Malt®só will provide new offices and work-
shops as well as social room for 18 small businessmen. 
The festive opening is planned for April 2011. 
 
In Loncoche, finally, a small town in the region of 
Araucania, where òAuxilio Malt®só has already been 
supporting the local hospital for many years, an old 
peopleõs home under construction that had been se-
verely destroyed by the earthquake is now being re-
built. Malteser International financially supports the 

repairs of the kitchen and of the sanitary facilities and 
the purchase of furniture. The old peopleõs home will 
accommodate 30 persons; the opening is planned until 
the middle of the year 2011.  
 
Read more about the emergency relief and rehabilita-
tion in Chile... 

The construction material for the new central market area 
in Chépica has arrived. 

CHILE: ONE YEAR AFTER THE SEVERE EARTHQUAKE AND THE TSUNAMI FOLLOWING 
      IN ITS WAKE 

HAITI: 14 MONTHS AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE 

In Tubul, members of the local fishermenõs cooperative 
appraise their new diving gears. 

On 12 January 2010, a devastating earthquake shook 
Haiti, destroying social, political and economic infra-
structure, and rendering over one million people 
homeless. More than 212,000 people died, over 
300,000 were injured and most cities were completely 
destroyed. One year after the earthquake, the conse-
quences are still visible all over the country. Neverthe-
less, there is also a noticeable progress in reconstruc-
tion, a start has been made. 
 
At present, ten international and 60 local staff mem-
bers of Malteser International are working in four dif-
ferent locations on the island in cooperation with part-
ner organisations. They are providing help in the fields 
of health, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH),   

Thanks to mobile clinics, even people living in remote 
areas receive medical care. 
Photo: Juergen Hoppe 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/america/chile/relief-reconstruction-rehabilitation/emergency-relief-after-the-earthquake-and-tsunami-in-chile.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/america/chile/relief-reconstruction-rehabilitation/emergency-relief-after-the-earthquake-and-tsunami-in-chile.html
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CHARITY FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT: 24,000 EUROS RAISED FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT OF 
           THAI CHILDREN 

as well as in social programmes and disaster risk reduc-
tion. Altogether 30,000 people have up to now bene-
fited from the medical care provided by Malteser Inter-
national. The emergency relief measures also included 
the distribution of about 45,000 food rations, 1,500 
tents, 5,000 water containers, 250,000 water treatment 
tabs, and about 23,000 mosquito nets. 
 
In October 2010, the outbreak of cholera further im-
paired the disaster-ridden island. Malteser International 
reacted quickly; supported the emergency relief and 
reinforced its educational and preventive measures in 
four regions for 100,000 people. More than 688,000 
soaps, three million aqua tabs, and about 33,650 water 
containers were distributed. 
 
Following the principle òto build back betteró, Malte-
ser International implements a long-term approach 

towards a sustainable reconstruction and rehabilitation 
with the goal to make life better as it was before the 
quake. Thereby, education is a key factor, as it will al-
low future generations to create better lives for them-
selves and thus a more stable society. Together with 
the local communities, Malteser International develops 
concepts to improve the infrastructure of schools, and 
at the same time to create a child-friendly space. Be-
sides the installation of temporary classrooms, a nurs-
ery, an education centre as well as two further schools 
are planned for Darbonne and seven schools in the 
remote hinterland. All schools will be constructed to 
be earthquake- and cyclone-resistant, and communities 
will be trained in disaster risk reduction. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Read more about the pro-
jects in Haiti in our bro-
chure òHaiti ð One year af-
ter the earthquakeó (printed 
copies in English, French, 
Spanish or German can be 
ordered at info@malteser-
international.org) 
 
 
Watch the new videos documenting the work of 
Malteser International in Haiti one year after the 
earthquake... 

Photo: Juergen Hoppe 

The Paediatric Cardiac Surgery Foundation (PCSF) in 
cooperation with Malteser International raised 1 Mil-
lion Baht (about 24,000 Euros) on the occasion of a 
charity football tournament. Thanks to the donation 
many children living in the refugee camps along the 
Thailand-Myanmar border will receive medical and sur-
gical treatment. 
The third Annual Football Tournament of the 
òHoffenheim Supportersó was held on 29 January 2011 
at the German-speaking Swiss School of Bangkok. Af-
ter exciting 90 minutes, the German All Stars won the 
game and the German Ambassadorõs Cup. ð Malteser 
International says òThank youó in the name of all chil-
dren benefitting from this outstanding charity event. 
 
Read more about the projects of Malteser International 
in Thailand... 

Handing over the trophy to the German All Stars. During the 
charity football tournament, 24,000 Euros were raised for 
medical treatment of Thai children. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=publication&mediatype=6&Guid=5876
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=publication&mediatype=6&Guid=5876
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=publication&mediatype=6&Guid=5876
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?gart=publication&mediatype=6&Guid=5876
mailto:info@malteser-international.org
mailto:info@malteser-international.org
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?mediatype=5&continent=4&country=5
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?mediatype=5&continent=4&country=5
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library.html?mediatype=5&continent=4&country=5
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/thailand.html
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/thailand.html
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LAUNCH OF THE NEW WEBSITE OF MALTESER INTERNATIONAL 

With a fresh design and numerous new functions, the 
new Malteser International website was launched on 1 
February. The comprehensive project database and the 
media library, where interactive maps and a complete 
geo-coding facilitate the search for information, are at 
its heart. The visitors are invited to give feedback via 
commentaries, to subscribe to the RSS-feed or to fol-
low Malteser International on Facebook and Youtube. 
 
 
Visit www.malteser-international.org ð All feedback is 
welcome; please send an email to info@malteser-
international.org.  
 

THAILAND: FIRST REGIONAL LEARNING FORUM ASIA 

To promote an exchange on best / good practises and 
sharing experience and knowhow was the aim of the 
first Regional Learning Forum Asia organised by Malte-
ser International. From 29 November to 2 December 
2010, 29 experts from different programme locations as 
well as from the headquarters in Cologne met in 
Chiang Mai (Thailand) to discuss issues related to the 
forumõs topic: òTowards integrated health, WASH and 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) programmes.ó The ma-
jority of the participants came from various Malteser 
International programme teams throughout Asia; 
among them also colleagues from an Indian partner 
organisation and representatives of the Philippine As-
sociation of the Order of Malta. Even three staff mem-
bers from Africa were able to attend. 
 
All participants were introduced to the Millennium De-
velopment Goals and the principles of DRR. A focus 
was laid on the possibilities resulting from mainstream-
ing DRR into health and WASH programmes. The fol-
lowing discussion centred on the disaster preparedness 
of health facilities, psychosocial care through trained 
local staff, and the prevention of epidemics as possible 
parts of DRR. The participants also exchanged their 
knowledge on flood- and cyclone-proof sanitary facili-
ties as well as community mobilisation. Workshops on 

health and WASH offered the respective experts the 
possibility to - in a sector-specific environment - swap 
ideas and knowhow based on recent project-related 
issues. The Regional Learning Forum has set the 
agenda for a prospective òsouth to southó dialogue and 
exchange that will enable Malteser International and its 
core partners not only to streamline implementation 
strategies and to increase the effectiveness and quality 
of our programmes worldwide, but it will lead to a bet-
ter preparedness in responding to an increasingly chal-
lenging and complex working context. 

During the first Regional Learning Forum Asia, 29 experts 
from different programme locations as well as from the 
headquarters in Cologne met in Chiang Mai (Thailand). 

STAFF:   
  

STAFF POSTINGS 

Abroad: 
 

January 2011: 
Sebastian Aichele, German citizen, started working as Project Assistant in the DR Congo. 
February 2011: 
Nicole Müller, German citizen, started working as Project Assistant in the DR Congo. 
Andrea Szegedi, Hungarian citizen, started working as Project Assistant in South Sudan. 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/home.html
mailto:info@malteser-international.org
mailto:info@malteser-international.org
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PORTRAIT OF OUR HELP:  
òIF ONLY ONE CHILD HAS SURVIVED é IT IS WORTH WORKING!ó 

Interview with Walter Berier, Programme Coordi-
nator in Sri Lanka 

 

He never gives up and al-
ways tries again, no matter 
the obstacles he has to ex-
perience. òProblems are 
the nature of our workó 
says Walter Berier (43), 
Programme Coordinator 
for Malteser International 
in the currently flood-
ridden country of Sri 
Lanka. The German engi-
neer for environment 

safety grew up in Kitzingen (Germany) and Cadiz 
(Spain). He has been working for Malteser Inter-
national in the Batticaloa district since June 2010. 
 
A few days ago, a second flood hit the already flood-ridden coun-
try of Sri Lanka, where continuous and heavy rainfalls since 
December 2010 had led to severe flooding and landslides. Being 
in the affected areas when it started, how did you personally ex-
perience this disaster and the effects on the people? 
WB: Usually I reach the affected areas after the catas-
trophes have taken place like after the tsunami 2004 in 
Sri Lanka, after the earthquake at the end of 2005 in 
Nias or after typhoon Ketsana in Cambodia in 2009. 
This time, I was on the ground from the very begin-
ning. Even my own house was surrounded by water. I 
experienced the increase of food prices and later the 
shortage of food since Batticaloa was isolated and not 
reachable by roads. The only supermarket of Batticaloa 
closed down because it was inundated and remains 
closed until now due to the damages. Even local Malte-
ser International colleagues where severely affected: the 
house of our logistic officer was flooded up to 1.5 me-
ters. When the first flood receded, he cleaned every-
thing, all his furniture, the walls and the floors - only to 
experience another flood a few days later. At the same 
time, it was a good experience to see how people forget 
about differences within their neighbourhoods and 
support each other with whatever they can. 
 
How did Malteser International react to this catastrophe? 
WB: After having made sure via phone that all col-
leagues are safe and sound and have access to water 
and food, we assessed damages to our infrastructure 
facilities such as offices and vehicles in order to see if 
we were able to work. Then, we immediately started to 
provide emergency relief in cooperation with our local 
partner Sarvodaya and help the people with the distri-

bution of food, drinking water and cooked meals as 
well as non-food items like clothes to 1,400 people. 
Now, after the second flooding,  
 
the team of our local partner provides two warm meals 
per day to an additional 1,000 people, supplies 500 
families with hygiene kits, and sets up further water 
tanks. Additionally, food kits are given out to about 
500 families, who wouldnõt otherwise be able to return 
to their homes because the flooding severely damaged 
the regionõs agriculture and destroyed most of the 
stored food. Furthermore, health and hygiene aware-
ness counselling is given to the local population to pre-
vent the spread of so called òwater borne diseasesó.  
 
What does the second flood mean for the Sri Lankan people? 
WB: Itõs really a disaster as many people have just set-
tled again in their old houses which they had left due to 
the fighting in this area and which in many cases had 
been damaged or even destroyed. Now, the floods have 
damaged once again what they arduously have rebuilt. 
Home gardens and even food stocks were destroyed. 
Many affected families have come to the IDP 
(internally displaced people) camps with only the 
clothes they were wearing. They were not able to pre-
pare any meals due to the lack of food, cooking equip-
ment and fire material. 
 

Read the whole interview... 

The flood destroyed homes and most of the stored food: 
Walter Berier distributes relief items. 
Photo: Carmen Wolf 

http://www.malteser-international.org/
mailto:petra.ipp@malteser-international.org
http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/media-library/reportagen/asien/sri-lanka/portrait-of-our-help-dr-aye-aye-thet.html?mediatype=3

