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BREAKING NEWS  

On Friday, 16 December, a sudden rush 
of water caught hundreds of families in 
the southern Philippine island of Minda-
nao unaware in the middle of the night. 
The severe tropical storm hit an area 
that is not in the usual path of storms 
and typhoons, so residents were unpre-
pared. The consequences were disas-
trous: more than 1,000 people died, and 
the death toll continues to rise. More 
than 63,000 families, or 338,000 people, 
have lost their homes and belongings. 
 
Malteser International is supporting the 
emergency relief efforts in the Philip-
pines with an initial 10,000 euros. The 
Philippine association of the Order of 
Malta airlifted 1,000 kilograms of food 
and medication to the disaster zone on 
19 December; another 1,000-kilo load 
was planned for the next day. Two part-
ner organisations on the ground will 
distribute the relief packages to families 
living in remote villages which were se-
verely affected by the floods.  
 
òMany places are not accessible by land 
due to the thick mudó, says Odelia Ar-
royo, Hospitaller of the Order of 
Maltaõs Philippine association. òEntire 
villages have been wiped outó. After the 
initial help, Arroyo plans to send other 
essential items to the disaster area. 
òPeople still need a lot of help: pails, 
mats, blankets, pots and pans, and hy-
giene kits. They will also need housing 
materials to rebuild, such as bamboo, 
nipa palm roofing and galvanized sheets 
for roofingó, she adds.  
 

Malteser International has supported 
the Philippine association of the Order 
of Malta since Typhoon Ketsana in 
2009, providing trainings in emergency 
relief management and helping set up 
projects in disaster risk reduction, since 
the island state is constantly afflicted by 
natural disasters. 
 
The effects of climate change are ex-
pected to cause even more distress, es-
pecially in countries like the Philippines. 
Strong rains and tropical storms could 
increase in frequency and intensity, and 
a sea level rise could make large parts of 
the country uninhabitable. 

A sudden rush of water caused by tropical 
storm Washi caught hundreds of families in 
the southern Philippine island of Mindanao 
unaware in the middle of the night. Photo: 
Reuters  

TROPICAL STORM HITS PHILIPPINES:  
FOOD AND MEDICATION FOR FLASH FLOOD SURVIVORS  

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/get-involved.html


SOUTH SUDAN: 15 YEARS OF FIGHTING TUBERCULOSIS, HIV AND LEPROSY  

Tuberculosis, HIV and leprosy pose a widely spread 
threat to human life in South Sudan. For the people 
suffering from these diseases, early diagnosis, regular 
treatment and medication are vital to prevent serious 
consequences. However, especially in rural and remote 
areas, there is often no access to functioning health 
facilities and qualified medical care.   
  
In its 15-year presence in the conflict-ridden country, 
Malteser International fights not only against the 
spread of tuberculosis, HIV, leprosy and sleeping sick-
ness, but also for a sustainable strengthening of the 
local health system.  
  
The programmes in South Sudan, which gained its in-
dependence in July 2011, include a variety of activities 
in the medical sector, such as prevention and early di-
agnosis, raising awareness in the communities against 
the stigmatisation of patients, renovating health facili-
ties, providing clean water and sanitation, and training 
lab technicians and community health workers.  
 
An important aspect of the programme lies in reaching 
people in remote and neglected areas, who have no 
means to come to the health centres. The pastoralist 
communities who migrate through the country with 

their herds are especially vulnerable, so they receive 
regular medical visits in the cattle camps. 
 
By using its extensive experience from 15 years of 
working to improve health in South Sudan, Malteser 
International will continue to come up with solutions 
to local challenges, together with the local population 
and the countryõs authorities, in order to improve 
health care sustainably. 
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Leprosy officer Richard Mar-Ndulu explains how leprosy is 
transmitted and what can be done to treat or even prevent it. 

The residents of Van province in eastern Turkey have 
experienced many hardships ever since a major earth-
quake shook the area on 23 October ð a disaster which 
left more than 600 dead and thousands homeless and 
injured. After being hit by a second earthquake within 
three weeks, the survivors are now struggling with 
strong winds and snow as the winter approaches, and 
have to cope with temperatures as low as minus 10 de-
gree Celsius without shelter and food.  
 
To help the families in the region stay warm through the 
winter, Malteser International funded 1,000 heating 
stoves, which have been distributed to residents in the 
villages of Ermisler, Akcift and 17 surrounding settle-
ments by its Turkish partner, the International Blue 
Crescent (IBC). More than half of the houses in these 
villages have been completely demolished; the rest are 
damaged or unsafe to live in because of constant after-
shocks, reports Muzaffer Baca, IBCõs vice president and 
emergency relief coordinator. The stoves function both 
with wood and animal waste, which are abundant raw 
materials in the region, and can also be used for cooking 
purposes.  

 
Malteser International is also supporting IBCõs distribu-
tion of blankets, food rations including baby food, and 
hygiene kits. In addition, IBC provides meals for 615 
students at the regional school for two months and sup-
ply them with school materials. 

The much needed heating stoves have arrived in the villages of 
Ermisler, Akcift and 17 surrounding settlements. 

TURKEY: AFTER THE QUAKE, SURVIVORS FACE HARSH WINTER  
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ASIA      

CAMBODIA: EMERGENCY RELIEF HELPS FAMILIES RECOVER FROM FLOOD  

This yearõs monsoon rains left a path of destruction 
throughout South-East Asia. In Cambodia, the strong-
est rains in a decade left 17 of its 24 provinces under 
water. Malteser International started in early November 
to provide emergency relief to 2,000 families in north-
ern Cambodia. The country was severely affected by 
the floods: 247 people died, 46,000 homes were evacu-
ated, and the means of sustenance for many families 
were washed away. òThe December harvest has been 
ruined for these families, and their seed reserves have 
also been destroyedó, says Julia Brunner, senior desk 
officer for Cambodia at Malteser International. 
 
Malteser International is providing a three-month sup-
ply of food to 2,000 flood-affected families in the prov-
inces of Siam Reap and Bantey Meanchey. 1,200 of the-
se families will also receive seeds so they can plant 
again in the spring. In addition, the organisation is se-
curing the drinking water supply in five villages. 
 
Germanyõs Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) is supporting Malteser Inter-

nationalõs flood relief with 300,000 euros. Malteser In-
ternational has been active in Cambodia since 1993, 
where it conducts projects in the areas of health and 
nutrition as well as water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH). 

Clean drinking water is one of the main items needed to live a 
healthy life, and is especially scarce during times of flooding. 

MYANMAR: ONE DECADE OF HARD WORK AND COOPERATION  

Ten years ago, Malteser International started its first 
project in Myanmar from a small office in the capital 
city, Yangon. Today, the organisation can look back at 
a legacy of growth and success: with four project loca-
tions and more than 320 staff members, Malteser Inter-
nationalõs projects in the country reach more than 
700,000 people annually.  

The goal of Malteser Internationalõs programme in My-
anmar is to make sure those who are most in need have 
access to high-quality, community-based health care, 
and to provide comprehensive solutions to some of the 
most pressing issues affecting the communities in the 
country, such as lack of clean water and sanitation and 
recurring natural disasters. 

òWe are enabling and empowering the most vulnerable 
communities in marginalized areas to achieve a lasting 
change in their daily fight against poverty, diseases and 
natural hazards, so they can live a life in dignity,ó says 
Sandra Harlass, senior desk officer for Myanmar at 
Malteser International. 

Malteser International had already started supporting 
the work of Burmese Catholic churches in 1996. But it 
wasnõt until October of 2001, when Malteser Interna-
tional started a project in the rural areas of Yangon Di-
vision, that the organisationõs first office in the country 

was opened. To commemorate the occasion, Malteser 
International is honouring its most dedicated, long-
serving employees with medals of merit ð on behalf of 
the many that contributed to its programme during the 
last 10 years.  

In the coming years, Malteser International plans to 
expand its activities in Myanmar to Kayin State, on the 
border with Thailand, to further enhance its emergency 
response capacities and to strengthen its cooperation 
with local partners. 

School children at the well in Man Zi village: Ensuring that 
drinking water is available all year long is one of the aims of 
Malteser International in Myanmar. Photo: Valeria Turrisi 

http://www.malteser-international.org/en/home/where-we-help/asia/cambodia.html



